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Celebrating Jerry Brown’s 20th 
Anniversary as Director of Music 



Community Church is in a Leadership 
Role in New Sanctuary Movement 



We supported the Vigil for the release of Jean Montrevil 
and other Haitians in Detention. 


V. 



OUR COMMUNITY 


Notes From The 
Board Of Trustees 

Board Members and Officers: At the congrega- 
tional meeting on January 31, Brianna Goldberg 
was elected as Chairperson of the Church 
Council and Jody Leight was elected as Clerk of 
the Board of Trustees. Vera Lilly, Robert Bobrick, 
and Christie Jeffers were elected to the Board. 
The Board has elected Deborah Gambs as 
Chairperson, Tina Redick as Vice-Chair, and 
Robert Bobrick and Christie Jeffers as at-large 
members of the Board’s Executive Committee. 
Eve Hazel continues as Treasurer. Peter 
Robinson, Jr. and Robert Penella have completed 
their service on the Board, and they depart with 
our thanks and our appreciation for their colle- 
giality and their hard work. 

Other Congregational Actions: At the January 31 
meeting, the Congregation also voted to recom- 
mend 5 items for possible selection as congre- 
gational study-action issues at General 
Assembly. The issues we voted to recommend 
are: Revitalizing American Democracy; Nuclear 
Disarmament; National Economic Reform; 


Council Capsule 

Brianna Goldberg 

Church Council, Chair 

February 2010 

❖ 'A New Beginning' was the theme of this 
month's Council Meeting. Council Minutes 
for January were approved with revisions. 

THIS month's meeting was delayed from 
February 10th to February 18th due the major 
snowstorm on the 10th . 

❖ Council Chair Brianna Goldberg shared the 
Council Chair Report. She reported that the 
party honoring Jerry Brown's 20th Anniversary 
was a success. She also reported that the 
Right Relations task-force has started their 
convent building workshops and asked all to 
attend at least one of them. 

❖ The Council's With Gratitude honoree for the 
month was Tina Redick, who was the outgo- 
ing chair of the Church Council. 


Immigration as a Moral Issue; and Energy, 

Peace, and Justice. 

The Congregation also directed the production of 
detailed financial information, including main- 
tenance issues, in advance of future congrega- 
tional meetings, and directed that there be con- 
gregational input as part of the process of 
developing leadership guidelines. 

Buildings and Grounds: We have engaged a con- 
tractor to replace the seating in the sanctuary. 
The work will be done in stages, so we will be 
able to use the sanctuary during the renovation. 
The Chapel remains closed pending repairs from 
a serious steam leak. 

Board Actions: In January, the Board approved a 
fundraising proposal from Action for Justice/the 
New Sanctuary Task Force, to help send mem- 
bers to a conference in Washington, D.C. in 
March on immigration policy and grassroots 
advocacy for immigrants’ rights. The UUA's 
“Standing on the Side of Love” campaign is pro- 
viding matching funds. Community Church is a 
leader within the denomination on immigrants’ 
rights issues. In February, the Board voted to 


❖ The Chair shared Board Bullet Points for the 
activity and discussions of the meetings of 
the 1/27/2010, the special meeting of 
1/31/2010 and the board retreat held on 
2/13/2010. These meetings included the hir- 
ing of Esther Rosado as the new director of 
RE/FM and Garnett Losak as the new church 
administrator; the election of Deborah Gambs 
as the Chair of the Board and Tina Redick as 
Vice-Chair of the Board and work with our 
guest facilitator, Doug Zelinski (from the 
Metro NY District of the UUA) and his work- 
shop on strategic planning. 

❖ Rev. Bruce Southworth delivered the Senior 
Minister's Report to the Council highlighting 
a pastoral notes, current events, and other 
related business. He especially thanked the 
search committee which helped find Esther 
Rosado for the position of RE/FM director and 
that the date of February 28, 2010 was set 
for the memorial for Bea Worthy. There were 
no staff members present to make reports at 
this meeting. 


recommend that the Congregation sign on to a 
petition seeking a ban on drilling for gas in New 
York State. The Green Sanctuary Committee 
presented information about plans to allow 
Halliburton and other companies to drill for gas 
upstate using the costly and environmentally 
hazardous hydraulic fracturing process. 

The Board has approved an updated conflict of 
interest policy and has begun preparations for 
the annual pledge drive. At the annual Board 
retreat in February, we identified several major 
focus areas. During the coming year, we will be 
working on plans for growth, deficit reduction, a 
capital campaign, and right relations. Look for 
opportunities to participate in the process of 
developing a congregational covenant. 

Blue Name Tags: All members of the Board of 
Trustees now have blue name tags, as do elect- 
ed members of the Church Council and mem- 
bers of the Nominating Committee. We asked 
for these to make it easy for members to identify 
us at fellowship hour. Come talk to us! 

Jody Leight, Clerk 


❖ Continued Event Planning took place for the 
Spring. 

❖ Unfinished Business included: a short dis- 
cussion on the fundraiser policy. 

❖ New Business at this meeting included: a 
request by the Council Chair Brianna 
Goldberg to move the start of the business 
portion of the council meeting to 6:40 pm 
starting the March meeting, for the remain- 
der of her term, to allow for the care of an 
ailing family member. Approved the Art 
Group's scheduling changes, recommended 
to the board a request for the church to set a 
policy opposing Natural Gas drilling in NY 
State, and had a discussion about the forma- 
tion of a jazz program at Community. 

❖ Committee & Group Announcements shared 
by Committee Chairs included: Reena Kondo 
asked for people to volunteer to take part in 
the “Following the Footsteps of Margaret 
Fuller in New York City” event scheduled for 
May 22; Russell Branca of Resistance 


continued on page 3 
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continued from page 2 

Cinema described an idea he has for 
Resistance Cinema (and similar “grassroots 
not-for-profits” doing film screenings) 
regarding film distribution and copyright roy- 
alties; Maureen Holder announced that the 
Anti-Racist Team is planning a visit to the 
African Burial Grounds and its new Visitor 
Center at 1:00 pm on February 27, 2010 and 
then returning to the Gallery for jazz, poetry, 
refreshments and discussion. On March 5th, 
they will be screening the second part of the 
film “America Through Native Eyes;” Gusti 
Bogok mentioned that the Green Sanctuary, 
which shows films on the second Friday of 
each month, will have a public screening on 
March 12th of “Split Estate,” a film about 
gas drilling. 

❖ 'Communal Growth 1 was the theme of this 
month's Council Meeting. Council Minutes 
of the February 17th 2010 Council meeting 
was reviewed and approved with corrections. 
[Final/Approved Minutes are distributed 
electronically to members by contacting our 
Administrator and are available in hard copy 
on the Council/Board bulletin board outside 
of the Assembly Hall.] 

❖ Council Chair Brianna Goldberg shared the 
Council Chair Report. She apologized for the 
short notice between the canceling of the 
regularly scheduled Council meeting 
(February 10th) and the rescheduled meeting 
held on February 17th. She also welcomed 
Esther Rosado to her first council meeting 
and reminded the council to schedule events 
a month in advance. 

❖ The Council's With Gratitude honoree for this 
month was Victoria Fedechko, for her service 
as facilities scheduling and calendar man- 
agement. 

❖ The Chair shared Board Bullet Points for the 
activity and discussions of the 2/24/2010 in 
which the board approved the minutes from 
the board meeting of 1/27/2010, the 
Congregational meeting of 1/31/2010, the 
special board meetings of 1/31/2010, and 
2/13/2010; added a vote on a church-wide 
policy regarding gas drilling in the state of 


NY to the Congregational meeting in March; 
had discussions regarding image tarnishing 
and disruptive behavior policies and a 
follow-up from the strategic planning 
discussion held during the board retreat; 
Robert Bobrick and Christie Jeffers were 
elected to the Executive Committee; 
the approval of the representatives for the 
District and GA were approve. 

❖ Rev. Bruce Southworth delivered the Senior 
Minister's Report to the Council and reported 
that the February 21st Path To Membership 
meeting had 12 new atendees and went very 
well; The Dance Troupe that was to perform 
on February 28th in honor of Bea Worthy had 
to be rescheduled; he welcomed Esther 
Rosado the new Director of Lifespan 
Education; he announced that we now have 

a new permanent business administrator — 
Garnett Losak, and that things were already 
running more smoothly as a result of having 
a full time administrator. 

❖ Staff Reports included a update from 
Membership Coordinator Valerie Lynch outlin- 
ing the schedule and prossess for submitting 
announcements for the various publications. 
Community Connections will now being pub- 
lished in hard-copy bi-monthly (except for the 
summer and September issue.) RE/FM 
Director Esther Rosado reported that the first 
weeks on the job have gone well. Music 
Director Jerry Brown reported the story of how 
we received the new piano that is located in 
the Gallery. 

❖ The Council decided to do the Wish Surveys 
for the 2010-2011 via email and the results 
will be reported at the next council meeting. 

❖ Event Planning continued. The next 
Community Celebration Sunday, a Spring 
Denominational Event on Sat, March 27, and 
a Membership Recognition Event was 
rescheduled. 

❖ Unfinished Business included: a discussion 
about a document from the Metro-NY 
District's Anti-Racism and Diversity 
Committee requesting that the congregations 


of the district review the language which they 
are using for inclusion. 

❖ New Business includes: the scheduling of 
events for the ArtGroup, Community Caberet, 
Resistance Cinema, and Anti-Racism Task- 
force; and a discussion about the need for 
better communication both within the church 
and to the general public. 

❖ Committee & Group Announcements shared 
by Committee Chairs included: Russell 
Branca from Resistance Cinema announced 
that the screening of “The Reckoning” went 
very well and was a good example of collabo- 
ration between different church groups and 
they look forward to doing more events in 
that fashion; Maureen Holder of the 
AntiRacism Team announced the trip to the 
African Burial Grounds was canceled last 
month do to the snow; Valerie Lynch talked 
about an program on the Bowery organized 
every Saturday by Sri Sathya Sai Baba. Food 
is given out to the hungry. We are invited to 
join them. 

❖ Council Leadership Manual and Council 
Committees & Groups Manual are always 
available for reference in hard-copy form at 
all Council meetings, and by request. Most 
documents are also available in electronic 
form. Please do utilize these manuals to 
access any information about our Council, 
Committees, Community policies or other 
pertinent information about being involved in 
committee and lay leadership! 

❖ Council members continue sharing Food & 
Conversation with a social potluck prior to 
our monthly meetings to encourage commu- 
nity building between members and commit- 
tees. If you would like more information 
about any or all of the above items, please 
contact Brianna Goldberg at council@ccny. 
org for handout copies, more detailed report- 
ing, and/or the complete Council Minutes. 

❖ Council meetings are open to the 
Congregation. Please join us! 
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for worship occasionally, as well. 

, Here’s to a wonderful future for all of us. 

In Faith, 

Garnett Losak 
Business Administrator 
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Opportunities 

On Saturday, March 6, Community Church and the Progressive Muslim Meetup were invited to join Sri Sathya Sai Baba Center to help at 
their feeding program on Forsyth St, just south of Bowery. Sai Baba has been feeding people on this block for 30+ years. We were able to 
feed over 100 people with the food we brought collectively. What a joy we experienced helping others. Many expressed an interest in going 
again. Join us on April 3, 10:45 am-1 2:1 5 pm - and bring vegetarian items (not necessarily vegan) that are easy to serve, such as chips, 
PBJ sandwiches, juices, salad etc. Children are very welcome to help out too. Sai Baba and Progressive Muslim Meetup both hold their 
meetings here at Community Church - It is great to get to know one another! Please contact Valerie Lynch, Membership Coordinator, for 
more information: vlynch@ccny.org or 212-683-4988 ext. 19. 




ArtGroup Exhibits 
Transform the Gallery! 

Since mid-September, the ArtGroup has graced the walls of our 
Community Gallery with solo and group shows featuring works in a 
wide variety of media. Myrna Charry’s dramatic photography cere- 
brating the human figure - “Black & White is Beautiful” - kicked off 
the year, followed by a 7-member show, “SMALLworks!” - with art no 
larger than one square foot! The Gallery was once again filled when 
4 artists dug into their collections of early works to hang their 
“Buried Treasures.” Kevin Maxwell is presenting through May -the 
second solo show with a series of portraits he called “Captured 
Moments.” 

All of this art was not only enjoyed during the receptions for each of 
the shows, but also provided an interesting environment for the 
many groups meeting in the Gallery throughout the year. 


Upcoming ArtGroup Exhibit to 
Benefit the Organ Restoration Fund! 

Opening Reception on May 8, at 4 pm, the ArtGroup’s all-member 
Spring Show will remind us of how important music is to our life at 
Community. The group is planning a gala opening reception featur- 
ing music performances by Joel Mandlebaum, Jerry Brown and Lois 
Ross to enhance the enjoyment of viewing the visual art. Proceeds 
from art sales will be earmarked for the restoration of our church 
organ. All members and friends of Community Church are invited to 
enjoy the festivities! 


O 




LIVING VISION 


Religious Education/Family Ministries at Community 


BUILDING THE WORLD WE DREAM ABOUT 

These classes have been postponed. 

SPIRIT IN PRACTICE 

Coordinator: Rev. Orlanda Brugnola Minister Emerita at First 
Brooklyn, she is currently serving as Interim Minister, 
Poughkeepsie UU Congregation. 

Developed in response to many Unitarian Universalist 
adults’ desire to engage in meaningful, affirmative spiritual 
practices, these workshops of Spirit in Practice provide 
guidance for deepening individual spirituality and promot- 
ing spiritual growth in the congregation. Participants are 
invited to reflect, share and grow together, exploring many 
ways to nurture their connections with the sacred in every- 
day life. Curriculum developed by the Rev. Erik Walker 
Wikstrom. 

Tuesdays, 6:30 to 8 pm: 

April 13, Communal Worship Practices 

April 27, Spiritual Partnerships 

May 11, Mind Practices 

May 18, Body Practices 

May 25, Soul Practices 

June 1, Life Practices 

June 8, Justice Practices 

June 15, Looking Back, Moving Forward 


WHAT MOVES US: UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST THEOLOGIES 

An experienced, different facilitator will lead each session. 
Mondays, 7:00-8:30 pm: April 5, April 19 and 26; May 3, 
May 10 and May 17; June 7, June 14. 

Drawing on the work of historical and contemporary theolo- 
gians, this program invites participants to engage some of 
the major theological perspectives of our tradition and to 
test those theological points of view against their own lived 
experience. What Moves Us will satisfy the hunger of long- 
time Unitarian Universalists. Developed by Rev. Dr. 
Thandeka, Meadville/Lombard Theological School 

4/5 George de Benneville: Liberal Theology of Boundless 
Universal Love 

4/19 Margaret Fuller: Liberal Theology of the Human Heart 
4/26 Sophia Lyon Fahs: Theology of Religious Naturalism 
5/3 Charles Chauncy: Theology of Spiritual Renewal 
5/10 James Luther Adams: The Pragmatic Theory of 
Religious Beliefs - Deeds, not Creeds 
5/17 Forrest Church: Universalist Theology for the Twenty- 
First Century 

6/7 William F. Schulz: Unitarian Universalism in a New Key 
6/14 Thandeka: Theology of Personal Experience 


TELLING IT LIKE IT WAS: MEMOIR WRITING 

Open to all: April 8, 15, 22, and 29 at 6 pm in the Front 
Lounge. 

Each of us has a fascinating life story waiting to be told. 
Just to begin writing it is both a liberating and healing act. 
Ros Will, who earned an MFA in Creative Writing/Memoir 
from Hunter College in 2008, will lead the class. 


Please sign up for classes at the Welcome Table. This will enable 
us to know how many people to prepare for and allow us to con- 
tact you should there be any last minute changes or cancellation. 
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Esther has served Religious Education programs for children, teens and 
families in Massachusetts (Concord, Sherborn, and Medford). Her involve- 
ment with Unitarian Universalism was strengthened when her daughter, 
Jazmin, became involved with many activities in youth group, Youth Council 
and anti-racism anti-oppression workshops. Jasmine now attends Tulane 
University, New Orleans, LA. Her son, Emil, lives in NYC and is completing 
his doctorate at Columbia University. She enjoys nature walks, reading, cooking with her children, but really likes it when 
they cook for her. Esther is energized by the passion and enthusiasm at Community Church and looks forward to supporting 
the vibrant Lifespan Religious Education/Family Ministries Program. 


E sther Rosado was raised in New York City. While living in Puerto Rico 
she became involved with women’s health issues and helped form a 
women’s health collective that gave workshops on public health 
issues throughout the island. Initially, she became involved in religious 
education at Follen Community Church, Lexington, MA - her current 
spiritual home - in 1995, where she served on the Religious Education 
Committee for six years. 


AMONG OUR SELVES 


I n keeping with the Bylaws, the Committee on Committees presents recommendations each June to the Board of Trustees for members 
and Chairpersons of the following Board-appointed Committees. Committee chairs have already been asked to forward their 
recommendations to the Committee on Committees. Only voting members may serve as Committee Chairs, and the majority of each 
committee must be voting members. Deadline for recommendations is May 5. 

With appreciation for your help, 

The Committee on Committees 

Ros Will (Chair), Heidi Siegfried (Vice Chair) and the Committee Members 


The Committees of The Community Church of New York Unitarian Universalist 


Action for Justice 
Anti-Racism Team 
ArtGroup 
Audio-Visual 
Bookstall 

Building & Grounds 
Committee on Ministry 
Denominational Affairs 
Doolittle 


Finance 

Green Sanctuary 
Hospitality 

Intern and Sponsored Students 

John Haynes Holmes Memorial Fellowship 

Kingsland Camp Fund 

Membership 

Music & Volunteer Choir 

Personnel 



Pledge 

Religious Education/Family Ministries 
Right Relations (Pending) 

Shelter 

Strategic Planning 

United Nations and Global Affairs 

Ushers and Greeters 






AMONG OURSELVES 


New Members 

Lisa Reid and Stephen Gonzales 

We are looking forward to getting to know you! 

Congratulations 

Wonderful news has come about our New Sanctuary Family. Fatoumata's oldest daughter, 
Fanta, has been accepted to the prestigious Brooklyn Technical High School as she enters 9th 
grade. The struggle to keep families together continues, and the love and support from our 
Community community sustains this struggle. 



T ravis Jayner, grandson of Nancy Ruckes, 
was a member of the 2010 U.S. Olympic 
Speed Skating Team and won a Bronze 
Medal in the Short Track Relay! Along with 
other American Olympians, Travis will be 
honored at the White House in April. 
Congratulations to your entire family, Nancy! 


I n October 2009, Ellen Mandelbaum participated in the exhibition "Hel Goleuni. 
Gathering Light" at the National Waterfront Museum, in Swansea, Wales. She also 
was invited to demonstrate glass painting at The Welsh School of Architectural Glass. 



f BIRTHDAYS 
April 

4 James Apicella 
Shoulan Chang 

5 Louise Brown 

8 Emily Whittemore 

1 1 Helene Summa 

12 George Martin 

13 Deborah Gambs 

15 Gladys McNatt 
Robert Bobrick 

16 Agnes Babich 
18 Nancy Hough 

22 Brianna Goldberg 

26 Brenda Shrobe 

27 Rebecca Reilly 

28 Mary Springston 
Patti Paris 

May 

1 Don Powell 
Mae Tabbanor 

2 Mary Orovan 

3 Pete Seeger 

4 Rosemary McNatt 

6 William Carter 

7 Paul Hampton 
Lindsay Manocherian 

1 1 Elinor White 

David Allen Asencio 
Catalina Martinez- 
Concepcion 

12 Gabriela loanid 
Erin Tower 

14 David Will 

15 Ron Giancola 

1 6 Virginia Brody 

1 7 Mark de Solla Price 
Willem Tahon-Kelfkens 

18 Nicole Lord 

19 Marilyn Travis 
Gerald Foreman 

20 Renata Rainer 

21 Rebecca Flather 

22 Ellen Ensig-Brodsky 

24 Leona Feyer 

25 Diana Stewart 

l 31 George Garland t 


In Memoriam 

Chester Jones, member of over 13 years, 
passed away in December, 2009. 







AMONG OURSELVES 


Anti-Racist Team 
Documentary & Dialogue 

S 

Adinkra symbol for 
understanding and agreement 

Dates: First Friday of the month 

Place: 28 East 35th Street 

A-Rt Meeting: 6:30 pm 

Viewing: 7:00 pm 

Open Dialogue: Follows Viewing 

Snacks: Popcorn And Pretzels 

Facilitator: Maureen Allen Holder 


April 2 

WE SHALL REMAIN: America Through Native 
Eyes (Episode 3): Trail of Tears, (90 min- 
utes). 

This PBS documentary explores the resolve, 
resilience and the eventual futile effort of 
the Cherokee people, who resisted removal 
from their homelands in the Southeast in 
every way they knew; assimilation, adopting 
a European-style government and legal sys- 
tem, accepting Christianity, and even tak- 
ing their case all the way to the United 
States Supreme Court. 


May 7 

WE SHALL REMAIN: America Through Native 
Eyes Episode 4: Geronimo 

Geronimo (June 16, 1829 - Feb. 17, 1909), 
episode four, of this PBS documentary 
series, takes place at the end of the Indian 
Wars, near the close of the nineteenth cen- 
tury. It examines the story of Geronimo, a 
controversial leader of an Apache band. To 
angry whites, Geronimo was an archenemy, 
the perpetrator of unspeakable savage cru- 
elties. To some Apaches, he was a stubborn 
troublemaker whose actions needlessly 


COMMUNITY LIFE 

brought the enemy’s wrath upon them. To 
his supporters, he remained the embodi- 
ment of proud resistance, leading the last 
Indigenous American fighting force to sur- 
render to the US government. 

American History Event 

Sponsored by the Anti-Racism Team 

The visit on February 28, 2010, to the 
African Burial Ground (new) Visitor’s Center 
was postponed due to inclement weather 
conditions to May 1,2010. 

If you are interested in joining the Anti- 
Racism Team to visit the new African 
Burial Ground Visitor’s Center on Saturday, 
May, and to subsequently gather in the 
Gallery for light lunch, poetry, music, and 
dialogue, please speak to or contact 
Maureen Holder at eracism@ccny.org. 

(Note: you can sign up for both venues or 
one or the other.) 

We will meet at 10:00 a.m. at the Visitor’s 
Center (290 Broadway between Duane and 
Reade Sts.) and convene at 1:00 p.m. in the 

Gallery (28 East 35 St.). 


Tenebrae 

Friday, April 2 at 7:30 pm - Chapel 

Our Good Friday Tenebrae Service, commem- 
orating Jesus’ life of Love. 

Community Passover Seder 
Saturday, April 3 - Assembly Hall 
The doors open at 4 pm, Seder will begin 
promptly at 4:30 pm. Ticket prices are $16 
for adults, $8 for each child under 12 yrs. 
old, and $40 for a family up to 2 adults + 3 
children. Reservations required. 

Easter Worship ~ April 4 
Balloons! Balloons! 

Join us in the Conference Room - 9:30 a.m. 
We will be inflating the balloons, and your 
help will be greatly appreciated! 



Covenant Creating Forums 

Members of Community are invited to work 
together to create a Congregational 
Covenant this coming spring. Come learn 
more: 

Monday, 4/12 6-8 pm 
Sunday, 4/18 12:45-1:30 pm 
Sunday, 4/25 9:30-10:30 am 
Sunday, 5/2 1:00 pm 
Sunday, 5/23 9:30 am 
Sunday, 5/30 1:00 pm 


Resistance Cinema 
April 4- 1:15 pm 

THE BILLBOARD FROM BETHLEHEM 
Israeli soldiers and Palestinian fighters join 
in renouncing violence, Jewish, Muslim, and 
Christian children together paint a huge 
mural for peace. 

April 18 - 1:15 pm 

ARISTIDE AND THE ENDLESS REVOLUTION 
The life and times of Jean Bertrand Aristide, 
the most popular president in Haitian histo- 
ry, deposed with U.S. help. 

May Presentations will be announced soon! 


Action for Justice Forum 
Sunday, April 25 - 1 pm - Assembly Hall 

"Ethics, History, and Justice in US 
Healthcare” HARRIET A. WASHINGTON, 
author of the ground breaking book 
“MEDICAL APARTHEID: The Dark History of 
Medical Experimentation on Black 
Americans from Colonial Times to the 
Present,” will speak. 

Young Adult 
Monthly Brunch 

Join us on April 25 and May 30, at 1 pm. We 

gather for conversation and getting to know 
each other. All young adults are welcome. 
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Green Sanctuary’s 
Future Visions Series 

2nd Friday of the month 
at 7 pm, in the Gallery 

Friday, April 9 

Imagine a world without fish. It’s a fright- 
ening possibility, and it could come true. 

A Sea Change follows the journey of retired 
history teacher, Sven Huseby, on his quest 
to discover what is happening to the world’s 
oceans. After reading Elizabeth Kolbert’s 
“The Darkening Sea , " Sven becomes 
obsessed with the rising acidity of the 
oceans and what this world-wide crisis 
bodes for mankind. In his correspondence 
with his young grandchild, Elias, he mulls 
over the world that he is leaving for future 
generations. 

Friday, May 14, 2010 at 7 pm 

“Food, Inc. " 

How much do we really know about the food 
we buy at our local supermarkets? 

Award winning filmmaker Robert Kenner 
exposes the highly mechanized hidden 
underbelly of the nation’s food industry. 

With the consent of our government's regu- 
latory agencies, USDA and FDA, our nation's 
food supply is now controlled by a handful 
of corporations that often put profit ahead 
of consumer health, the livelihood of the 
American farmer, the safety of workers and 
our own environment. We have bigger- 
breasted chickens, the perfect pork chop, 
herbicide-resistant soybean seeds, even 
tomatoes that won't go bad. But we also 
have new strains of E. coli, widespread obe- 
sity and epidemic diabetes. 
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The Margaret Fuller 
Bicentennial Celebration 
A Special Weekend 

Saturday, May 22 - A ONE-DAY GUIDED 
WALKING TOUR -Meet 10:00 am 

• From Horace Greeley’s Farm on the East 
River (49th St), down 2nd Ave, The Bowery, 
Five Points, to Nassau & Spruce Sts, Man. 

• Talk to Margaret Fuller, Horace Greeley, 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Lidian Emerson, 
Henry David Thoreau, Edgar Allen Poe, 

Lydia Maria Child, Anne Lynch 

• Meet for food, drink and theater skits 
at a restaurant near City Hall. $10 each 
(food & carfare, extra cost) 

Sunday, May 23, 11 am - Margaret Fuller 
Birthday Celebration 

• Rev. Bruce Southworth, followed by a 
Margaret Fuller birthday party featuring a 
reading of “0 Excellent Friend!,” a prize- 
winning play based on the letters and jour- 
nals of Ralph Waldo Emerson and Margaret 
Fuller by author/actor Laurie James covering 
the truth of the close relationship, with 
introductions by women’s history lecturer, 
Madeline Hansen and UUWA Chair Reena 
Kondo. 

First Wednesday Worship 

April 7 and May 5, at 6:30 pm. 

Every one is invited to this smaller intimate 
worship service. Join us. 


Community Cabaret 
FRIDAY, MAY 21, 2010 at 7 pm sharp! 

(doors open 6:30 pm) featuring (front left to 
rigjht) WARREN SCHEIN - Charismatic 
Musical Comedy Entertainer; CARL SIEVERT 
- Irrepressible, Brilliantly Funny Songwriter; 
THE ELEGANT IVORY DUO - Charming, 
Original Singer/Songwriter Team; RACHEL 
STONE - Satiric Topical Songwriter & 
Cabaret Producer/Host 

Community Cabaret bursts into May, bloom- 
ing with a festive bouquet of talented and 
funny musical performers for your enjoy- 
ment. Join us for a fabulous evening 
replete with food, drink, and musical merri- 
ment in a warm, friendly candlelit atmos- 
phere, right here in our Assembly Hall. 

Show runs from 7:00 pm to 9:30 pm, with 
one intermission. DONATION AT DOOR: $15. 
$10 for seniors, students, disabled, mem- 
bers of Community, and various music 
organizations. PAY IN ADVANCE & SAVE! 

Only $7 when paid by midnight before the 
show! Get tickets from performers, from 
Rachel Stone or Bill Rothfarb during Sunday 
Fellowship Hour, or buy online at 
www.ccny.org or www.rachelstonemusic.com 
Proceeds are donated to The Community 
Church of New York Unitarian Universalist. 

BE A VOLUNTEER AND SEE THE SHOW 
FREE! Help needed with setup, cleanup, 
door tickets, CD sales, etc. Please contact 
Rachel Stone at 718-472-0102 or 
rachel.stone@verizon.net. 



Warren Schein, Rachel Stone, Carl Sievert, The Elegant Ivory Duo 
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Changes Regarding Community Connections 

We have changed the schedule for Community Connections 
starting 2010! We will be following a bi-monthly (almost) 
schedule. The Submission Schedule will be as follows: 


June/Summer 2010 Issue 
September 2010 Issue 
October/November 2010 Issue 
December 2010/January 2011 


Due on May 5 
Due on August 4 
Due on September 1 
Due on November 3 
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1 Sat 


10:00 American 
History Event 
3:30 Anti-Racism Team 
8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 


10 Mon 6:00 Personnel Cmte. 

7:00 What Moves Us 

1 1 Tue 6:00 Doolittle Cmte. 

6:30 Artgroup 
6:30 Spirit in Practive 
7:00 Streetsingers 

12 Wed 6:00 Council Meeting 
7:00 Green Sanctuary 

13 Thu 

1 4 Fri 7:00 Future Visions Film 
1 5 Sat 8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 


Mon 24 

Tue 25 

6:30 UU Ministers 

6:30 Spirit in Practice 

7:00 Streetsingers 

Wed 26 

6:00 Board Meeting 

Thu 27 

6:30 Membership 

Fri 28 

Recognition Event 

Sat 29 



Events Calendar for May 2010 


Sunday 2 


9:30 

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

12:15 

Fellowship Hour 

12:45 

Volunteer Choir 


Rehearsal 

1:00 

New Sanctuary Task 


Force 

1:00 

Covenant Creating 


Forum 

1:15 

AFJ/Resistance 


Cinema 


Sunday 16 


9:30 

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

12:15 

Fellowship Hour 

12:45 

Congregational 


Budget Meeting 


Sunday 30 


9:30 

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

12:15 

Fellowship Hour 

12:45 

Pipe Organ Tour 

1:00 

Young Adults Brunch 

1:00 

Covenant Creating 
Forum 


3 Mon 

6:00 What Moves Us 

4 Tue 

7:00 Circle (Redick) 

7:00 Streetsingers 

5 Wed 

6:00 Buildings & Grounds 
6:30 Midweek Worship 

6 Thu 


7 Fri 

6:30 Anti-Ricist Team 

7:00 Documentary & 


Dialogue 

8 Sat 

10:30 AFJ Monthly Mtg 

6:00 Art Spring Show Rec. 
8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 



Sunday 9 


9:00 

RE/FM Team 

9:30 

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

12:15 

Fellowship Hour 

12:45 

Volunteer Choir 

1:00 

AFJ Forum 


Sunday 23 


1 7 Mon 6:00 Community Circle 
7:00 What Moves Us 

1 8 Tue 8:88 8 P' r 't ' n Practice 
7:00 Circle (Redick) 

7:00 Streetsingers 

1 9 Wed 6:00 Finance Meeting 

20 Thu 

21 Fri 5:30 Antiracistalliance.com 

Potluck 

7:00 Community Cabaret 

22 Sat 10:00 Margaret Fuller 

Bicentennial Walking 
Tour (off-site) 


31 Mon 


Memorial Day 
Church Closed 


Adult Religious Education 

Please see page 6 
for scheduled Opportunities 


9:30 

Choir Rehearsal 

9:30 

Covenant Creating 


Forum 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

1:15 

Margaret Fuller 


Birthday Party 


Credits & Guidelines 

Members are encouraged to submit 
articles to Community Connections. 
The submission deadline is typically 
the first Wednesday of the month 
prior to issue date. Submissions can 
be emailed to info@ccny.org or 
hand delivered the Church. Articles 
submitted are subject to proofing 
and editing for clarity, brevity, 
grammar, punctuation, spelling and 
content. 
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Unitarian Universalist 

40 East 35th Street 
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Community Seder a Huge Success! 


by Rachel Stone 

More than 100 people packed the Assembly 
Hall on Saturday afternoon, April 3rd for a 
delicious, spirited and mostly home-cooked 
Passover Seder and dinner. 

People raved about Erin Tower’s chicken 
soup with matzo balls (from Nancy Hough’s 
recipe), and Rachel Stone’s recipes for gin- 
ger-honey carrots and herbed green beans. 
Several people suggested that Rachel’s 
Charoses (traditional apple/nut mixture) 
was so delicious she should sell it! 

Everyone loved singing the traditional 
Passover songs, led by Rachel Stone and 
“the Sederettes” (guests Annie Dinerman 
and Susan Horowitz), with piano accompa- 
niment by guest L. Egan D’lvori (Elegant 
Ivory). 

Our esteemed seder leader Dr. Leonore 
Tiefer brought her collection of toy frogs 


and cows to illuminate the story of the 
plagues. As usual, she introduced the 
Passover story with humor, history and 
social science, setting the stage for 
involvement of both the brand-new and the 
very experienced. She led the reading of 
the Haggadah, assisted by Rev. Bruce 
Southworth and, as the children, this year 
we had Bojana, Margaret, Gene, Melissa 
and Lois. Margaret found the Afikomen, 
and was rewarded with snakes and choco- 
lates! Brenda Carpenter and Kay 
Xanthakos spontaneously led a joyful 
Hora dance around the room at the end. 

The event would not have happened with- 
out the extraordinary efforts of Bill 
Rothfarb who purchased and personally 
schlepped all the food, recruited and 
supervised volunteers, sold many of the 
tickets, and was generally indispensable. 
Rachel Stone assisted Bill, and did signifi- 



Photo by Mark de Solla Price 
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OUR COMMUNITY 


Notes From The Board 
Of Trustees 

At its February retreat, the Board of 
Trustees took time to think about funda- 
mentals, starting with a discussion of why 
we all come to church, and going on to a 
review of the covenanting process, strategic 
planning, and the current state of the by- 
laws. In subsequent regular meetings, the 
Board followed up on these discussions, 
and agreed to focus for the coming year on 
three major strategic areas: 

1) Strengthening finances and stewardship, 
including improved reporting on budget 
issues and planning for a capital cam- 
paign; 2) Completing work on a congrega- 
tional behavioral covenant; 3) Conduct 
review of bylaws and begin work on a policy 
manual. 


Council Capsules 
April 2010 

• Minutes of the March 10th, 2010 
meeting were read and approved with 
amendment. 

• Council Chair Brianna Goldberg shared 
her Council Chair Report which included a 
look at the current process and procedure 
for event scheduling and an explanation of 
what a Consent Agenda (sometimes called 

a Consent Calendar) is and what it is and 
what it is not used for. The report included 
a 15 minute Executive Session. This is a 
meeting tool that is rarely, if ever used in 
the Church Council. 

• The Chair announced that 'With 
Gratitude', a small new regular item used 
to thank members of Community who are of 
importance to the operations and function 
of the church at large, went to Valerie Lynch 
for her hard work as the Membership 
Coordinator. 


The Right Relations Team has spon- 
sored several forums on covenant issues, 
and members had a chance to participate 
in a covenant-building exercise at the 
March Congregational meeting. Proposed 
behavioral norms are posted in the 
Assembly Hall, and all members are urged 
to stop by during fellowship hour and vote 
among the suggestions. The Board has 
agreed in substance on a disruptive behav- 
ior policy to propose to the congregation. 
Copies will be made available before the 
next congregational meeting. 

A task force has been established to 
review the state of church publications, 
with a goal of providing more opportunities 
for communication while cutting down on 
expense and staff time. The task force has 
only met once, but there a couple of 


• The Chair shared Board Bullet Points 

for the activity and discussions of the 3-24- 
10 Board meeting, which included: making 
a change to the Membership Coordinator's 
Job Description to include advocating for 
disabled members; Approving the remain- 
ing GA and Metro-NY District delegate posi- 
tions; A general discussion about strategic 
planning; Approval of interim board 
liaisons and reports for the Sr. Minister, 
Business Administrator, Pledge Chair and 
the Treasurer. 

• Rev. Bruce Southworth delivered the 
Senior Minister's Report to the Council 
highlighting his thanks to the organizers of 
the Mad Hatter's Tea Party held on March 
27th, a very positive New UU session, the 
success of the Seder and thanked the 
organizers of the event, thanked the people 
who filled balloons for the Easter Service, 
and reminded people to attend the next 
Right Relations meeting. 


changes we can anticipate. One is that vol- 
unteers will be needed to help with editing 
“Community Connections.” Another is that 
better use of technology will save time and 
money and enable us to be greener. Look for 
proposals to allow more church publications 
to come in electronic versions. 

The status of the Buddhist Explorers’ 
Group has been an issue of concern to the 
Board and to many members of the 
Congregation. At its April meeting, the 
Board agreed that we should have input 
from all directly concerned parties before 
reaching a final decision. Accordingly, we 
voted unanimously to invite Gary 
Geoghegan, Mark De Solla Price, and Janice 
Marie Johnson to come to the next Board 
meeting to speak to the Board about their 
perspectives on the matter. 

Jody Leight, Clerk 


• Staff Reports: RE/FM Director Esther 
Rosado announced that the Building the 
World We Dream About” series was being 
canceled, and she described the children's 
Seder, as well as other events, which the 
Sunday School are doing at this time. 

• Unfinished Business completed at this 
meeting included: A discussion on the final- 
ization for a new members event which is 
scheduled to be held on Thursday May 27th, 
2010 . 

• New Business at this meeting includ- 
ed: the discussion of problems with the cur- 
rent system for scheduling events at 
Community. The Council approved a new 
method of scheduling and a new format for 
sending the information into the church 
office. 

• Group and Committee Chairs shared 
Announcements & Plans of their upcoming 
activities and events. Russell Branca 
pointed out that the Big Band Concert slat- 
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OUR COMMUNITY 


continued from page 2 

ed for Sunday June 13th at 1:30pm in the 
Assembly Hall had been approved and that 
tickets were now available by contacting 
him. Reena Kondo gave an update on the 
May events regarding the Margaret Fuller 
Bicentennial. She also mentioned the UU 
Green Sanctuary participation in the recent 
UN conference on climate change. She 
described the event as very educational and 
that it was inspiring to see many youth 
groups from around the country in atten- 
dance. Gusti Bogok announced the next 
Future Visions film “Food Inc.” on May 14th. 
She also mentioned the June film “Fierce 
Light” about journalist Brad Will. 

May 2010 

• Minutes of the April 14th, 2010 meet- 
ing were read and approved with amend- 
ment. 

• Council Chair Brianna Goldberg shared 
her Council Chair Report which included a 
reminder that all committee reports are due 
on May 15th, 2010, the annual budget 
hearing will be on Sunday May 16th, 2010, 
and discussed the possibility of having the 
meeting outside for the June meeting. The 
Council decided not to do that. We also had 
a discussion on the usage of the Executive 
Session and how it works in accordance 
with Robert's Rules of Order. 

• The Chair announced that there was 
no formal 'With Gratitude', a small new 
regular item used to thank members of 
Community who are of importance to the 
operations and function of the church at 
large. At this meeting, however Council Vice 


Chair Rachel Stone thanked Rev. Bruce 
Southworth for helping her with a locked 
piano for an event which she was holding. 

• Rev. Bruce Southworth delivered the 
Senior Minister's Report to the Council 
highlighting the fall planning was under- 
way, an announcement that Facilities 
Manager Victoria Fedechko gave birth to a 
baby boy and that Robin Strong is the 
interim Facilities Manager. 

• Staff Reports: RE/FM Director Esther 
Rosado announced that things are going 
well and that she is planning for the 
Religious Education Sunday of June 13th. 

• The Council discussed some of their 
wishes for the upcoming 2010-2011 which 
included an idea of projecting the agenda 
on a screen at all meetings, in an effort to 
reduce the amount paper produced by the 
Council, a thought of having more commit- 
tees working together, and increase the reg- 
ular attendance of the council. 

• Unfinished Business completed at this 
meeting included: A discussion on the final- 
ization for a new members event which is 
scheduled to be held on Thursday May 27th, 
2010 . 

• New Business at this meeting includ- 
ed: the discussion of the beginnings of 
planning for the 2010-2011, the planning 
of a Volunteer Event in November, the plan- 
ning of a membership event on a date to be 
decided, approved a Fundraiser Auction. 


• Group and Committee Chairs shared 
Announcements & Plans of their upcoming 
activities and events. Russell Branca point- 
ed out that the Big Band Concert slated for 
Sunday June 13th at 1:30pm in the 
Assembly Hall had been approved and that 
tickets were now available by contacting 
him. Reena Kondo gave an update on the 
May events regarding the Margaret Fuller 
Bicentennial. She also mentioned the UU 
Green Sanctuary participation in the recent 
UN conference on climate change. She 
described the event as very educational and 
that it was inspiring to see many youth 
groups from around the country in atten- 
dance. Gusti Bogok announced the next 
Future Visions film “Food Inc.” on May 14th. 
She also mentioned the June film “Fierce 
Light” about journalist Brad Will. 

• The Council continues to work with 
Facilities Scheduler Victoria Fedechko for 

Calendar updating and harmonization of 

any conflicts during the Church Year . 

• Council members continue sharing 
Food & Conversation with a social potluck 
prior to our monthly meetings to encourage 
community building between members and 
committees. If you would like more infor- 
mation about any or all of the above items, 
please contact Brianna Goldberg at coun- 
cil@ccny.org for handout copies, more 
detailed reporting, and/or the complete 
Council Minutes. 

• Council meetings are open to the 
Congregation. Please join us! 

Brianna Goldberg, Church Council Chair 
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OUR COMMUNITY 


BALLOONS, BALLOONS, Easter Sunday 


Mad Hatter’s Tea Party (March 27) 



The Fine Art of Inflating Balloons 




Hall of Worship on Easter Sunday 


Photos by Anna-Lisa Hafgren 




LIVING VISION 


Religious Education/Family Ministries at Community 


T he rose bushes and honeysuckles have buds that are about to burst open - 
June must be near. It never ceases to amaze me the way the church year flies 
by. As we end our Sunday School year on June 13, 1 want to thank everyone for 
their support with my transition to Community. These last few months I have been 
continuing to guide the Religious Education and Family Ministries program that has 
been built in the last few years. There has been wonderful programming that has included topics 
as diverse as: memoir writing, World Religions, Arabic, spirituality/spiritual practices, anti-racism, 
loss and grief. In the following months I will be preparing for next year’s offerings and I encourage 
you to contact me with suggestion you might have. 

We have also had excellent offerings for our youngest members. The children have continued their 
discussions on Unitarian Universalist values, identity and conflict resolution with Gil Novenski 
and Ana Ortiz. Under the direction of our Director of Music, Gerald Brown, the children have 
developed a repertoire of sixteen songs. Some of their favorites are: The Storm is Passing Over, 
What Can One Little Person Do?, Til We Meet Again, Namaste, and Every Time I Feel the Spirit. 

Jerry and I will be meeting during the summer to add other components to this wonderful music 
offering for our children. 

Our youth have been engaged in reading meditation manuals, poetry, essays that have included 
such topics as: Unitarian Universalist history and identity, the Unitarian Universalist principles 
and sources, the History of the chalice, credo writing, and much more. We have three wonderful 
youth David Ascencio, Christopher Ascencio and Renee Otto who are busy writing their ‘credo’ 

(I believe) statements, 'credo 1 . 

We invite you to hear our youth present their credo statements and the children to sing their songs 
on Religious Education Sunday, June 13. 

Although our Sunday School program ends, the Religious Education and Family Ministries 
Committee are committed during the summer vacation is committed to providing childcare. With 
one week’s notice we can contact either Jill Novenski or Ana Ortiz - the Religious Education/Family 
Ministries staffers. They will provide various activities that engage children in stories, books, and 
crafts. 

Have a wonderful summer. 

Esther 






AMONG OURSELVES 


Annual Seder continued from page 1 

cant PR and personal promotion resulting in more than a third of 
the guests attending from outside the church. Rachel designed 
and printed the flyers and tickets and, with website volunteer Gary 
Geoghegan, set up a Seder page with PayPal for online ticket buy- 
ing on the church website. She also shopped for and delivered two 
huge aluminum pots for the church kitchen for cooking the vegeta- 
bles. 

The three song leaders were also stars in the kitchen: guest Annie 
Dinerman was a dynamo working alongside Rachel Stone cooking 
the vegetables and potatoes, cutting fruit, and taking care of 
whatever was needed, with guest Susan Horowitz enthusiastically 
joining in. The Pinskiy family (Lev, Victoria, Eugene, Margaret), 
guests who also volunteer at The People’s Voice Cafe, helped with 
cutting fruit, and were first-shift servers of the hot buffet food. 
Second serving shift was ably handled by Rev. Bruce Southworth, 
Kay Xanthankos, Sam Kerns and Paul Hampton. Bill Rothfarb, 
Christie Jeffers and George Garland de-corked bottles of red wine 
on every table. 

Adrien and Duncan Riley dished out and arranged the gefilte fish 
and horseradish. Ken Wachtell heroically ran out to shop for last- 


minute vital items. Linda Novenski called to ask if anything was 
needed and indeed, we needed her to pick up emergency supplies 
from a hardware store! Nancy Soloway and Justin Vraneck handled 
tickets at the door. Maureen Holder and Pat Kolb served soup to 
100 guests from a cart wheeled around the room, aided by new 
member Marc Chernoff. Leonore Tiefer was in charge of ritual 
items and table settings (including replacing our aging and lost 
tablecloths with a new supply), assisted by Christie Jeffers, Lois 
Ross, Ursula Walliser and Marc Chernoff. Plus, staff members 
Anthony Taylor and Michael Young were of great help all around, 
from setting up the tables and chairs; setting up microphones, 
piano and CD player; handling the coffee and tea setups; and 
cleaning up at amazing speed 

The office staff took the initiative in ensuring that we had over 100 
Haggadahs and Sheet Music sets printed and ready. Valerie Lynch 
gave great support in making sure that news about the Seder 
appeared in our church publications and street-level showcase, 
and flyers were distributed on Sundays. 

Thanks to contributions from so many people, the Community 
Seder was a huge success! 


AdministrativeProfessionals’ Day 2010. 

To acknowledge their dedication to Community Church, the Personnel 
Committee invited members of the Administrative and Maintenance staff 
to a luncheon on Wednesday, April 21, Administrative Professionals Day. 

“It is because of the tremendous commitment and continuity the staff at 
The Community Church of NY has provided during their service to the 
church that we want to recognize and share in person our gratitude,” 
was the message members of the Personnel Committee — Ed Dejowski, 
Leigh Henderson (Chair), and Maria Velez-Lopez — conveyed. 

Ed and Leigh joined staff members and Rev. Bruce Southworth in the 
Conference Room to celebrate the day and the individuals who help 
not just theirs but all committees and the Board in the execution of 
their responsibilities. (Maria had a professional meeting and was 
there in spirit.) 


Thank you to Community’s wonderful staff! 



Pictured are: Victoria Fedechko, Guest House Off Park Operator and Facilities 
Scheduler; Irina Poverny, Bookkeeper; Garnett Losak, Business Administrator; 
Dexter Wilkins, Maintenance; Anthony Taylor, Sexton and Valerie Lynch, 


Membership Coordinator. Not pictured are: Franklin Diaz, Superintendent; Faye 
Walters, Receptionist and Thea Trent 




AMONG OURSELVES 
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June 


August ^ 

1 

Julie Abbruscato 

1 

Charles Hymowitz 

3 

Katie Karlovitz 

3 

Sarah Ann Manocherian 

5 

Martin Theodores 

7 

Beth Royer 

7 

Stephen Adeyinka 

9 

Maureen Holder 


Otis Samuel Kerns 

12 

Evelen Dana Hough 

8 

Kevin Maxwell 


Emma Tapada 


Toby Lyles 

13 

Jean Krampner 

12 

Virginia Asman 


Phyllis Andrews 


Austin Publicover 

14 

Kimberly Ball 

13 

Patrick Scott Lahey 


Rosalyn Will 

16 

Ellen Mandelbaum 


Cheryl Walker 

17 

George Marshall 

15 

Courtnie Julien 

18 

Emilio DeTorre 


John Silver 

19 

Anita Monick 


Maddi Gutfreind 


John Mattingly 


Heather Burgher 

20 

Barb Conkin 

19 

Evan-Frances Agnew 

21 

Derek Peruo 


Allen McNatt 

22 

Maxim Tahon-Kelfkens 


Winifred Zubin 

24 

William Campbell, Jr. 


Bill Rothfarb 

26 

Marianne Roncoli 

21 

Margery Johnston 


Maria Velez-Lopez 

22 

Terelle Julien 

29 

Pat Jacobson 


Helene Lightbourne 

30 

Robert Reiss 


Stacy Raisis 


Shelley Crandall 

24 

Reena Kondo 




Patricia Kolb 


July 

26 

Renee Otto 

2 

Philip Patinka 

28 

David Strachan 

3 

Fred DeLisi 

30 

M. Bridget Brosnan 

7 

Dawn Stewart-Lookkin 



8 

Maude Jenkins 




Jody Leight 



10 

Nina Bernstein 




Bryanna Patinka 



14 

Priscilla Stadler 




Lehna Huie 



19 

Jonathan Hampton 




Kayla Southworth 



21 

Leigh Henderson 



27 

Rachel Stone 



28 

Lisa Gluck 



29 

Michael Southworth 



30 

Jason Nunan 



31 

Mr. Peter Robinson, Jr. 



v_ 

Magali Tahon-Kelfkens 
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ARTISTS SWFORTl fW THE QRQAM TWb* 

BEVTHOMPSON, KATHLEEN MACKENZIE, KEVIN MAXWELL 
KRISTINA REDICK, LIZAPAPI, MARSHA PERUO, PATRICIAGARBARINI 
KENLY DILLARD, PETER ROBINSON, PRINNYALAVf, VIRGINIA ASMAN 

QALU NIJIQILE RKEFTIONJ 

OPENING MAY 8, 2010 4-7 PM CLOSING JUNE 19, 2010 4-6 PM 

connMNin mum at last jsth si. mtc 

gallery hours by appointment — artgroup@ccny.org 

*a portion of the proceeds from sales will be donated to the 
Organ Restoration Fund at Community Church of NY UU 
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AMONG OURSELVES 


New Members This Year 
Welcome, we look forward 
to getting to know you better: 

Norma Badillo 
Marc Chernoff 
Bethany Edwards 
Janice Formichella 
Stephen Gonzalez 
Greg Jones 
Julia Martin 
Robert Mentken 
Ann Michelle 
Theresa Mongrandi 
Kala Naraian 
Charlotte Parrish 
Kalimah Priforce 
Lisa Reid 
Judy Renard 
George Rio 
Monica Rose 

2009/2010 Junior Members 

Ivan Birchall 
Elektra Birchall 
Maegha Naraian 


News From The Fox Family 

by Ed Fox 

Dr. Cora Fox has been granted tenure at Arizona State 
University. She teaches Renaissance English Literature, mostly 
Shakespeare because of demand. Her new book, Ovd and the 
Politics of Emotion in Elizabethan England has just been 
published. She is also coeditor for another book, Approaches 
to Teaching the Works of Ovid and the Ovidian Tradition which 
will be out shortly. She was requested to write this book by the 
Modern Language Association and it is being published by 
them. She lives in Tenyse, Arizona with her daughter, Lily 
Suzanne Fox. 

Everett Fox lives in Ithica, New York. He has just come out with 
his third CD. The music is all his original work, and he is the 
primary vocalist and keyboard player. 

Cora and Evette grew up in The Community Church of NY and 
in our Church School and are children of Ed Fox and the late 
Suzanne Fox. 


New Graduates 


Lehna Martine Huie is graduated from the 
School of Visual Arts (New York City) on 
Friday, May 14. She received a Bachelor of 
Fine Arts with a concentration in 
painting. 

Jova Lynne Vargas graduated from 
Hampshire College (Amherst, MA) on 
Saturday, May 22. She received a Bachelor 
of Liberal Arts with a concentration in black 
studies, women's studies and film. 

They joined our Sunday School in 1990 and 
remained active throughout school until 
they bridged in 2006. They visit for worship 
and fellowship when their schedules permit. 


Each has been very active in UU 
youth leadership: YRUU (Young 
Religious Unitarian Universalists), 
DRUUMM YaYA (Diverse and 
Revolutionary Unitarian 
Universalist Multicultural 
Ministries - Youth and Young 
Adult Caucus), and the 2009 
Mosaic Report, a major Unitarian 
Universalist assessment project 
that focuses on identifying the 
Unitarian Universalist ministry 
needs of Youth and Young Adults 
of Color. 
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AMONG OURSELVES 


News Of Our Sanctuary Family 

by Leonore Tiefer and Linda Novenski 

O ur Sanctuary family, Fatoumata Gassama and her six won- 
derful children, have become dearer to us over this past 
year. We look forward to meeting the children's father and 
Fatoumata's husband, Sorry Fofana, someday. Until then, we 
continue to participate actively in the defense committee organ- 
ized by Families for Freedom to help Fatoumata gain permanent 
legal status. In February we had wonderful news: the 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) Division of the 
Department of Homeland Security agreed to join Fatoumata's 
petition to have her asylum case reopened. This is a big legal 
step forward, because it means Fatoumata is not in any immi- 
nent danger of being deported. But there is still a long way to 
go: a preliminary hearing (perhaps in September) and a full hear- 
ing (perhaps next March) need to be gotten through before 
Fatoumata is really safe, so our meetings and planning continue. 

Another tremendous piece of good news came this Spring: Fanta 
Fofana, the eldest child, was accepted for admission to Brooklyn 
Technical High School after scoring a 98 on the citywide exam for 
entrance to one of nine competitive Specialized Nes York City High 
Schools. Fanta is the first student from her Bronx middle school 


to attend Brooklyn Tech and the only student in the last three 
years to be admitted to any of the Specialized High Schools. It's a 
great honor for the family and will offer Fanta a terrific boost for 
her future. 

On Easter Sunday, April 4, we held a birthday party for the two 
littlest children, Muhammed (turning 4) and Abdou (turning 6), 
both of whom had their birthdays that week. Families from our 
RE program and several members of the congregation attended 
in addition to the non-Community members of Fatoumata’s legal 
defense team. Thanks again to Jil Novenski and others for helping 
make this such a great event. 

Our subscription plan to provide much needed funds for our New 
Sanctuary family was responded to generously by more than ten 
subscribers. Together we pledged an average of $200/mo to help 
Fatoumata and her six children over the winter months and into 
the spring. Thank you one and all! If you are interested in becom- 
ing a subscriber for May through August, making a monthly 
pledge of any amount, please contact Linda Novenski at makebe- 
lieveart@gmail.com, or catch me during Fellowship Hour on 
Sunday. 

All are welcome to join our New Sanctuary Movement Task Force 
and help us help this great family. 







AMONG OURSELVES 


COMMUNITY LIFE 


Opportunities 

Senior Social Tea 

Join us on Tuesday, June 1, at 2 pm, for conversation and light 
refreshments. Please RSVP to Valerie Lynch, at 212-683-4988, ext. 
19 or vlynch@ccny.org. Everyone is invited to our new event. 

Green Sanctuary/Future Visions Film Screening: 

June 4th at 7:00 pm 

"Fierce Light: When Spirit Meets Action" (95 minutes) 

In these times of crisis is change possible? Sparked by what 
Ghandi called "soul force" and Martin Luther King called "love in 
action," acclaimed filmmaker, Velcrow Ripper, spotlights remark- 
able individuals who are taking action from the heart. Fierce Light: 
When Spirit Meets Action is the revelation of a new global 'move- 
ment of movements,' illuminating the power that is released for 
positive change, when spirituality meets action, and human beings 
act from their absolute best, http://www.fiercelight.org/ 

First Wednesday Worship 

Join us for our monthly midweek worship on Wednesday, June 2, 
at 6:30 pm, Assembly Hall. This is a smaller more intimate gather- 
ing than our Sunday service; we invite you to join us. Our theme 
this month is “Earth” - It will be earth-based tradition service. 

Anti-Racism Team-Documentary and Dialogue 
Join us on Friday, June 4 at 7 pm. 

We Shall Remain: America Through Native Eyes, Episode 5: 

Wounded Knee, tells the recent gripping story of the 1973 siege of 
Wounded Knee. It examines the broad political and economic 
forces that led to the emergence of the American Indian Movement 
(AIM) in the 1960s. For 71 days, activists engaged in a standoff 
with the U.S. Government, bringing the nation’s attention to the 
desperate conditions people were living under on Indian reserva- 
tions. This siege united Indigenous people across tribes, creating a 
pan-Indian identity and a new path into the future. 


Spirit in Practice 

Developed in response to many Unitarian Universalist adults’ desire 
to engage in meaningful, affirmative spiritual practices, these 
workshops of Spirit in Practice provide guidance for deepening indi- 
vidual spirituality and promoting spiritual growth in the congrega- 
tion. Participants are invited to reflect, share and grow together, 
exploring many ways to nurture their connections with the sacred in 
everyday life. Rev. Orlanda Brugnola will facilitate this class. Join 
us on Tuesdays, at 6:30 pm, in the Conference Room, for the next 
sessions: June 1 life Practices • June 8 Justice Practices 
June 15 Looking Back, Moving Forward 

JUNETEENTH at The Community Church of New York 
Friday, June 18th, 5:30-9:00 p.m. - John Haynes Holmes House 

For the second year in a row, the 
Community’s Anti-Racism Team, 
Maureen Holder, Chair, and the 
Peoples' Institute for Survival and 
Beyond Undoing Racism™ program 
will co-sponsor our annual Juneteenth 
celebration, the historical African- 
American acknowledgement of freedom 
dating back to the Civil War. This year’s event features award-win- 
ning actress Vinie Burrows, whom Clive Barnes of the New York 
Post described as “one of the reigning divas.” Ms. Burrows will per- 
form an excerpt from her one-woman show based on the slave nar- 
rative of Jennie Proctor. This event is a POTLUCK SUPPER and the 
entire church community is invited. For more information, please 
contact Brenda Carpenter Osayim, 718.275.1049. 

Wonderful Wednesdays 

Join us Wednesday evenings in July and August at 6 pm for “get- 
ting together” time in the Gallery. Some weeks will be a Vesper 
service, sometimes lively discussion, and perhaps a “Theology on 
Tap”. More details will be announced soon! 




THE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF New York 
INVITES YOU TO 

“KICK OFF THE SUMMER VACATION” 

WITH A twelve piece jazz ensemble 
FEATURING ORIGINAL COMPOSITIONS AND ARRANGEMENTS 
under the direction of “KU-UMBA” FRANK LACY 

Sunday, June 13, 2010, 1:30pm in the Assembly Hall 

40 East 35th St. @ Park Ave. 

ADMISSION- $10 

FOR INFO AND TO PURCHASE TICKETS 
russellbranca@yahoo.com - 718-843-0515 




DO JUSTICE 


Community Church Goes to Ecumenical Advocacy Days and The March For America 


by Diana Stewart 

T his spring our Community Church Of 
New York Task Force on New Sanctuary 
successfully applied for a UUA match- 
ing grant from Standing on the Side of 
Love. This grant was awarded to help us 
continue our work as a coalition builder 
with the interfaith NYC New Sanctuary 
Coalition. (NSC) As a member of NSC, 
Community Church Of New York promises to 
advocate for immigrants who are in danger 
of deportation and to educate others 
regarding their plight. Thanks to the gen- 
erosity of the members of Action for Justice 
and others who contributed to the fundrais- 
er lunch and showing of “The Visitor”, as 
well as contributions from other denomina- 
tions in the NSC, we were able to raise our 
share ($1500) to attain the match (1500) 
for a total of $3,000. 

Thanks to this grant, we were able to subsi- 
dize more than 20 people from NYC NSW to 
travel to the nation’s capital and attend the 
4-day Ecumenical Advocacy Days 
Conference (EAD) of the World Council of 
Churches. In addition, we joined the rally on 
the mall for immigrant rights and the 2.8 
mile March For America, two hundred thou- 
sand strong. Last, but not least, we joined 
hundreds of advocates from across America 
to lobby our congress people on Capitol Hill. 


This year’s theme was “A Place to Call 
Home”, focusing on immigrant rights. The 
Interfaith Platform on Humane Immigration 
Reform calls for legislative change because 
we see the exploitation of undocumented 
workers and the plight of separated fami- 
lies, as well as the escalation of community 
fear due to indiscriminate raids. . . Humane 
immigration reform would help put an end 
to this suffering, which offends the dignity 
of all human beings...” 

Our Community Church of New York core 
team included Christie Jeffers, Chairperson 
of our New Sanctuary Task Force, as well as 
Stephen Gonzalez and Constantine Harrison 
who participated in the NSW Working Group 
and Diana Stewart, whose early ground 
work included securing EAD registration 
scholarships for eligible participants and 
workshop space for the NSC, worked closely 
with NSW Staffer Rachel Soltisto coordinate 
conference logistics. 

At the EAD, Stephen, Diana and Constantine 
took turns providing outreach at our NYC 
New Sanctuary Coalition Exhibit Table, 
which also included materials from national 
chapters such as Kansas and California. 
Stephen, who came early to help set up, 
generously assisted other exhibitors as well. 
We joined UU’s from around the country at a 
luncheon spearheaded by Susan Leslie from 
Boston. 


Our NSC featured workshop, “Direct Action 
to Help Immigrants”, focused on civil dis- 
obedience and other street actions in the 
recent campaign to free Jean Montrevil, 
Haitian immigrant rights activist for whom 
Bruce Southworth recently spoke. Jean gave 
a moving presentation of his detention 
odyssey at the opening night worship of 
the EAD . 

At the mall, we were joined by busloads of 
folks from all over the country, 20 from NYC 
alone. Robert Reiss, long time Community 
Church Of New York member and activist, 
came down on the bus early Sunday morn- 
ing as did Fatoumata’s two oldest daugh- 
ters, Fanta, age 14, and Bintou, age 11. At 
the rally and march, they were easy to spot 
in their matching black and white checked 
head scarves. “This was our first D.C. 
march. It was exciting to see the people 
watching and cheering from their homes 
along the street as we marched by.” Fanta 
commented. Bintou brought her camera to 
capture the event to share with her class- 
mates. She was right at home at the rally. 
“It reminds me of sitting in Central Park,” 
she smiled. Diana, in her Standing on the 
Side of Love tee shirt, marched with the 
girls and Families For Freedom. Many immi- 
grant mothers were also waving “Standing 
on the Side of Love” placards. 



continued on page 12 





DO JUSTICE 


continued from page 11 

Sunday night back at the EAD, everyone was glued to the TV to fol- 
low the conclusion of health care reform debates, in anticipation 
that, once healthcare was settled, Congress would refocus on need- 
ed immigration reforms. Local news coverage contrasted the enthu- 
siasm and dignity of the March For America with the undignified 
and disrespectful behavior of the Tea Party demonstrators. 

On Monday we were up early to board buses to DC at 7 AM. Christie, 
Stephen, Constantine and Diana joined other members of our 
national and local coalitions in separate meetings with representa- 
tives of Senators Schumer and Gillibrand, as well as local con- 
gresspersons. Constantine, a seasoned lobbyist, outdid the rest of 
us by donning a suit! 

Some moments were especially memorable, including the following. 
As we presented arguments for restoring due process and reform- 
ing detention policies, I remember Senator Schumer’s representa- 
tive saying, “We have to be aware that the people want to secure 
the border to protect our jobs from illegal immigrants.” At that 
moment, Joya Colon, coalition member from Riverside Church, 
interrupted to remind her that we are the people of this country. 


All in all, it was gratifying and inspiring to meet people from many 
faiths who are committed to common goals: to provide a path for 
legalization for undocumented immigrants, to prevent deportation 
and keep families united, to decriminalize immigrants and provide 
alternatives to detention centers. Networking and coalition building 
at the EAD, the March For America and lobbying on the Hill were 
important steps on our journey toward these goals. 

Immigration Facts: (www.detentiionwatchnetwork.org) 

*Our government estimates it will hold over 444,000 people in immigration deten- 
tion in 2009. (www.ice.gov/doclib/pi/news/testimonies/final_hayes_testimony.doc) 
at an annual cost to the government of over $1.7 billion. . (ICE Fact Sheet on 
Fiscal Year 2009. 

*lmmigrants in detention include the sick and elderly, pregnant women, families, 
green card holders, and people escaping torture abroad. (Scott Lewis and 
Paromita Shah, The Real Deal, www.detentionwatchnetwork.org) 

*The average cost of detaining an immigrant is $99 per person/per day. (DHS 
Congressional Justification FY2009, p. 45) 

* Alternatives to detention cost as little as $12 per day, with an estimated 93% 
appearance rate before the immigration courts. (Vera Institute of Justice. 
www.vera.org/section4/section4_3.asp.) 



Several from Community Church, along with people from all over the world, participated in The 
International Day of Action for a Nuclear Free World at the United Nations on Sunday, May 2. 
Maureen Holder provided photos of the Peace March that was barely covered by the US News 
media, but the foreign press presence was felt. The march went from the Time Square area to 
the United Nations. 




Photo at the EAD. Jean Montrevil spoke at the opening service, Rafi 
Ragbir was our guest speaker at our showing of "The Visitor". They had 
just gotten back from attending a national New Sanctuary meeting in DC. 





DO JUSTICE 


Visit to the African Burial Ground 
Visitor’s Center and Monument 

Submitted by Maureen Allen Holder 
on behalf of the Anti-Racism Team 

On Saturday, May 1, 2010, the Anti-Racism Team sponsored a visit 
to the new African Burial Ground Visitor’s Center and Monument. 
Many people think of slavery happened only in the South. The Laws 
Affecting Blacks in Manhattan and Slavery in New York tell another 
story. The following abbreviation of these laws illuminates the 
injustice and horror Africans and African Americans were subjected 
to during the Dutch, English, and United States Periods: 

Dutch Period: 

1640 : Only Europeans were allowed to become skilled trades- 
men, like carpenters or bricklayers. 

British Period 

1664 : No Christian could be held in slavery. This rule became 
an issue later, when enslaved blacks wanted to convert to 
Christianity. 

1681 - 1683 : In a series of laws, slaves were forbidden to leave 
their master’s house without permission; could not own weapons; 
could not gather in groups larger than four. Whites and free blacks 
could not entertain slaves in their homes, sell them liquor, or take 
goods or money from them. 

1692 : Slaves making noise in the streets on Sundays could be 
whipped. 

1 702 : Slaves could not gather in groups larger than three; 
offenders were given 40 lashes. Masters could punish their slaves 
for any misdeed as they choose, short of murder or the cutting off 
of their limbs. 

1 706 : To encourage owners to let their slaves become 
Christians, and to prevent the loss of slaves who had converted, a 
law ruled that owners did not need to free a baptized slave. Any 
child born to an enslaved mother was a slave for life. 

1707 : Newly freed blacks could not own or inherit land. 

1 708 : Any slave who murdered his or her master, or conspired 
to do so, would face a horrible death. 

1712 : After the 1712 revolt, the British restated earlier laws to 
form the Black Code. It reaffirmed: Any slave convicted of conspir- 
ing to revolt against whites would die. No free slave could ever own 
a fire arm. No free black after 1712 could own a house or pass 
belongings on to children. No slave could be freed without a £200 
bond being paid. 

1713: Slaves over the age of 14 out at night had to have walk 
with a lantern. 


1722 : Black funerals had to be held during daylight. 

1731 : Slaves were not permitted to gamble. Slaves who rode 
a horse recklessly or fast in the city could be whipped. 

1731 : Only 12 slaves could assemble fora funeral and they 
were chosen by the dead slave’s master. 

1742 : Blacks could not fetch water on Sundays, unless the 
well was next to their master’s home. 

1773 : Slaves found after dark in the streets could be whipped 
by Whites. 

US Period 

1788 : The sale of slaves imported from outside the state was 
outlawed. This did not free slaves already in the state, and the ille- 
gal slave trade continued. Slaves could not be purchased in the 
state for the purpose of selling him or her out of state. 

1799 : NY’s Gradual Emancipation law ruled that any child 
born to a slave mother after July 4, 1799 was considered free. 
However, boys born to enslaved mothers, had to remain servants to 
their mother’s owner until they were 28 and girls until they were 25. 

1817 : NY’s second Gradual Emancipation law ruled that all 
slaves born before July 4, 1799 would be freed on July 4, 1827. 
Enslaved children born between 1817 and July 4, 1827 would 
remain servants until they were 21. Anyone who tried to export a NY 
slave or servant to another state would be guilty of a public offense 
and fined $500. 

1821 : The second NY State constitution set a $250 property 
requirement for black men wishing to vote. There was no property 
requirement for white men if they had served in the militia or paid 
taxes, as most white men had. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 

Published by the Southern Poverty Law Center 
Submitted by the Anti-Racism Team 

These are many ways that you can promote tolerance and fight 
hate. Try some of the following for starters. 

• Speak up when you hear slurs. Let people know that biased 
speech is unacceptable. Apathy is as dangerous as hate. 

• Cross social boundaries. Seek out opportunities to interact with 
people who are different from you. Eat lunch with someone new. 

• Complain to media outlets when they promote stereotypes. 

• Look inside yourself for hidden biases. Take a test at www.hid- 
denbias.org. 

• Encourage your local police force to identify bias-motivated 
criminal acts as hate crimes. 


Q 




Events Calendar for June 2010 


1 Tue 

6:30 Spirit in Practice 

7:00 Streetsingers 

2 Wed 

6:00 Buildings & Grounds 
6:30 Midweek Worship 

3 Thu 


4 Fri 

6:15 Anti-Racism Team 

7:00 Anti-Racist 


Documentary & 
Dialogue 

5 Sat 

10:45 Feeding at the 


Bowery 


Sunday 6 New Members’ 
Recognition 


9:30 

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

12:15 

Fellowship Hour 

12:45 

Congregational 


Meeting 


7 Mon 

6:00 Doolittle Committee 
7:00 UUWA 

8 Tue 

6:30 Artgroup 

6:30 Spirit in Practice 

7:00 Streetsingers 

9 Wed 

6:00 Council Meeting 

7:00 Green Sanctuary 

10 Thu 

7:00 Streetsingers 

Fundraiser 

1 1 Fri 

6:00 Future Visions Film 

12 Sat 

10:30 AFJ Monthly Meeting 


Sunday 13 RE/FM Picnic 


9:30 

Choir Rehearsal 

9:30 

RE/FM Team 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

12:15 

Fellowship Hour 


RE/FM Picnic and 


Youth Art Show 

1:00 

Jazz Concert 


14 Mon 7:00 Personnel Cmte. 

1 5 Tue 6:30 in Practice 

7:00 Circle (Redick) 

7:00 Streetsingers 

1 6 Wed 6:00 Finance Cmte. Mtg. 
17 Thu 

1 o c r ; 5:30 Juneteenth 
lo m Potluck Dinner 

1 9 Sat 4:00 Spring Art Show 

Closing Reception 


Sunday 20 


9:30 

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

12:15 

Fellowship Hour 


21 Mon 6:00 Community Circle 
6:00 Doolittle Committee 

22 Tue 7:00 Streetsingers 

23 Wed UUA General Assembly 

24 Thu 

25 Fri 

26 Sat 


Sunday 27 


9:30 Choir Rehearsal 

1 1 :00 Morning Worship 

11:00 Sunday School 

12:15 Fellowship Hour 


28 Mon 6:30 UU Ministers 

29 Tues 7:00 Streetsingers 

30 Wed 


Credits & Guidelines 

Members are encouraged to submit articles to Community Connections. 

The submission deadline is typically the first Wednesday of the month prior to 
issue date. Submissions can be emailed to info@ccny.org or hand delivered 
to the Church. Articles submitted are subject to proofing and editing for clarity, 
brevity, grammar, punctuation, spelling and content. 
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Big Band Jazz At Community 


by Russell Branca 

O n Sunday afternoon June 13th at 1:30 
pm, Community Church “kicked off 
the summer vacation” with a unique 
event that roused an enthusiastic audience 
and brought it to its feet for a standing 
ovation at the end. It was the big band jazz 
concert in the Assembly Hall led by “Ku- 
umba” Frank Lacy. 

The band was originally listed as a twelve 
piece jazz ensemble, but for the most part it 


was a full 16 piece band plus vocalist Kim 
Kalesti. For the final piece, a premiere work 
by Lacy called “Malevolent Suite to the 
Eco-Destroyers”, the 
trombonist/arranger/composer used an 
enlarged 20 piece orchestra as backup to a 
narration by Abdul-Kobinah Salim. 

Lacy is a super energetic musician and 
bandleader as everyone in attendance will 
confirm. A performance by him is a stirring 
visual as well as aural and emotional expe- 
rience. Not content to just stand in front of 


the band waving a baton, he uses his whole 
body to conduct, often jumping up and 
down and bounding directly into the horn 
sections shouting among the musicians to 
prod and inspire them to dig in and give 
their all. The results were a joy for everyone 
present. Lacy’s idealism and romanticism 
are contagious and when it was over it felt 
like a collective catharsis. 

“This concert is intended to be a beginning. 
It is hoped that it will inspire a greater 

continued on p. 5 
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HERE AT COMMUNITY 


Board Notes on Community Connections 

by Jody Leight 


I t is time for this 19th Century congregation to embrace 21st Century communications tools. We 
need member input to make that happen for the newsletter you are now holding in your hands. 

At the beginning of the year, the publication schedule for Community Connections was cut back to 
every other month to alleviate the burden on staff. That helped with one proble, but created others. 
Community Connections is, or should be, a major vehicle for members to share news, and it is also a 
vehicle for information required to be published at certain times under the Church by-laws. To address 
those needs, the Board created a Publications Team including representatives form the staff, the 
Board, and active members. The Team will be making a proposal at the September Board meeting to 
change the frequency and format of Community News. The new methods wil result in more timely 
information while saving staff time, money, and resources, in keeping with our status as a Green 
Sanctuary Congregation. 

The Board has already accepted a proposal for Community Connections, but we need you to make it 
happen. The plan is to return to a monthly schedule, and to have most copies distributed electronical- 
ly, though hard copies will be mailed to members who cannot easily get them electronically. Deadlines 
will be consistent and firm; we will go to press with what is in by deadline. Because Community 
Connections is the only regular publication for sharing news by members, it needs to be member-driv- 
en. This means that we need not only contributions from members, but also members to edit and 
gather news. 

Staff will still take share of production and distribution, but it is up to us, the members, to put 
together something to produce. 

Board members Tina Redick (tredick222Agmail.com) and Jody Leight (j_cyberbunny@yahoo.com) are 
seeking recommendations for members to head up the newsletter team. The task requires good orga- 
nizational skills and a sense of humor, as well as basic writing and editing. 


Q 




LIVING VISION 


Religious Education/ 

Family Ministries at Community 



"he summer is coming to a close, 
and as much as we delight in the 
warm weather we welcome the 
return of our church family. Although 
many at Community have been away 
during the summer months, we have 
been delighted at seeing many of you 
every Sunday, as well as during the week. 

We have seen you also during Wonderful 
Wednesdays, programming that Rev. Dr. Anthony Johnson and 
I initiated during the summer months. Each Wednesday we 
provide a variety of gatherings: vespers, speakers, discus- 
sions, and theology on tap, along with a respectable amount 
of pizza and good company. It was well received and it have 
us an opportunity to gather and share with each other. 


Valerie Lynch and I have also have initiated the Social 
Teas. Again this was another opportunity to leisurely spend 
time with each other. Many of you have shared with us the 


sense of connection and the joy that you come away with dur- 
ing these Social Teas. We hope you will join us for the next 
social tea, when Ellen Mandelbaum will speak about her works 
that will be exhibited at the Community Gallery this fall. 

We have also been providing child care on most alternat- 
ing Sundays, and we have been encouraged to see some fami- 
lies we had not seen for a long time. We look forward to seeing 
all the families back in September when we once again will 
hold our Children’s Chapel Services in the newly restored 
Chapel of Peace. 

I look forward to seeing you at Homecoming Sunday, 
September 12! 

Paz, Esther Rosado, Director of Lifespan Religious Education 


Our Fall schedule will be listed in the October issue of 
Connections and on our website www.ccny.org. 


RE Sunday, June 2010 






HERE AT COMMUNITY 


Member to Member 

Maddi Gutfreind has completed an internship 
at a UU church in Florida and is now starting 
a Chaplain Residency at the medical center 
in Hershey, PA. 

Gabi loanid will be finishing her studies at 
Starr King this year. She spent some time in 
NYC this summer catching up with friends at 
Community. It was great to see her. 


Nicole Lord is enrolled at the California 
School of Law, Santa Barbara, CA this fall. 

David Allen Asencio graduated from Frank 
Sinatra High school and will be attending 
York College this fall. 

Renee Otto graduated from Bay Ridge Prep 
and will be attending NYU. 

We wish them every success in their studies! 


Let’s Get Acquainted! 

New Members, Friends and Visitors are warmly invited to meet with Senior Minister, 
Rev. Bruce Southworth, to learn more about Community Church and Unitarian 
Universalism. This will be an informal gathering, and questions are encouraged. 

Join us in the Conference Room on Sunday, September 19, 12:30-1 pm. 


/^September Birthdays 

1 Michelle Asencio 

2 Jeannette Juanita Gilmore 
4 Carol Apicella 

Barbara Phillips 
Molly Scott 

7 Hope Johnson 
Janice Marie Johnson 

8 David Asencio 

1 1 Vinny Allegrini 
Jil Novenski 

12 Fiona Hinds 

14 Rakisha White 

15 Marvin Carlson 
18 Robert McNatt 
20 Kay Xanthakos 

22 Anthony Torchio 
Christopher Asencio 

23 Mary Dugan 

27 Lauretta Jakobsen 

28 Denise Mumm 

29 Mabel Hill 

29 Samuel Gale 

30 Lillian Papp 








HERE AT COMMUNITY 


Two Very Special Margaret Fuller Tours 

by Reena Hondo 

In celebration of Margaret Fuller’s 2010 
Bicentennial, two unique, one-of-a-kind 
guided tours are being offered: 

(1) “Follow the Footsteps of Margaret 
Fuller to Boston/Cambridge Concord” 
weekend of Oct. 1, 2, 3. 

(2) “Follow the Footsteps of Margaret 
Fuller to Rome/Rieti/Florence” October 17 
through 27. (PRICE REDUCED!) 


Full details and day-to-day itinerary on www.margaretfuller.info 
Look for the light yellow and purple boxes that lead you into infor- 
mation about our special Bicentennial events! 

Hope to see you on one or both of them! And bring a friend(s) and 
help spread the word about our tours! 

From the sponsor: 

The Margaret Fuller 2010 Bicentennial Celebration Committee 
UUWA and UUW&R- Metro District 



Right Relations & Creating 

Covenant Continues 

by Kristina Redick 

The 4-Step Process of Creating Covenant 

> Discussion -talking to one another 
about why we would do this - what is 
the purpose? 

> Discernment- what are the things 
we'd like to list- what do we need to 
say to one another- what are the 
behaviors we want to model? 

> Development -what are the words we 
will use- wordsmithing to get it right - 
working it and living with it and 
reworking it again. 

> Practice - calling ourselves and each 
other back into covenant over and 
over. 


Colored-dots was the method used to gath- 
er member votes from the congregation for 
the the successful 'Norms We'd Like to See' 
exercise held throughout the Spring. From 
March 28 to May 30, members cast votes 
for their top 4 favorites on the long list of 
behaviors & qualities displayed in the Hall 
of Worship; lists you created to indicate 
what you feel are the most important items 
you'd like to see at Community Church of 
NY! The Right Relations Research Team 
was prepared with a followup to this exer- 
cise at the Annual Congregational Meeting 
on Sunday, June 6, 2010, but due to time 
constraints, it was tabled until next time. 
Nevertheless, the work of the team carries 
on! 

With the hope of having a permanent Right 
Relations Committee formed by the January 


2011 Congregational meeting, the Research 
Team continues their efforts to develop the 
preliminary procedures, materials, and poli- 
cies to get this Board & Council sanctioned 
committee up and running. Research gath- 
ered has recommended the drafting of care- 
ful guidelines for the mission, membership, 
objectives & function of such a committee. 
Dedicated to the health of the entire con- 
gregation, the Right Relations Committee 
would strive to provide guidance to mem- 
bers, leaders and staff alike in working 
toward clarity, responsibility, resolution, and 
reconciliation with relationships throughout 
the congregation. The Research Team con- 
tinues being delighted to be involved in this 
important new direction of our congrega- 
tional culture and history. 


Big Band Jazz 

continued from p. 1 

awareness and appreciation of the culture of Jazz at Community 
Church and lead to the establishment of a “Jazz presence” that 
translates into future expanded programming”. 

Russell Branca, the concert organizer, expressed his hope that the 
success of this concert will lead to the establishment of a 


Community Church Jazz Orchestra that can give concerts 2 or 3 
times a year. If anyone would like to help make this happen, please 
contact Russell Branca at russellbranca@ yahoo.com or 718-843- 
0515. 


O 




HERE AT COMMUNITY 


Congregation Spring Retreat 
April 15-17 

We invite everyone to our Congregational Spring Retreat this com- 
ing April. We will be staying at the Warwick Center in upstate New 
York - a lovely setting at a beautiful time of year. 

Unlike years past, we need to make our arrangements early and to 
keep costs as reasonable as possible we need to have at least 30 
people attend. Please RSVP to Esther Rosado at erosado@ccny.org 
or 212-683-4988, ext. 23, by October 1. 


A 1/3 deposit will be due on November 15. The fees which includes 
meals and activities are as follows - $160 triple occupancy, $214 
double, $341 single, $111 age 4-12. Scholarships will be available 
too. 

Plan to join us for a wonderful time of fun and fellowship! 

Visit Warwick’s website at www.campwarwick.com 




o 




HERE AT COMMUNITY 


NY Neighbors for American Values 
supports Parksi Community Center 

Rev. Bruce Southworth 

For more information on support for the Park51 Community 
Center, visit the web site for a new coalition of community groups, 
social justice organizations, and religious and civic leaders: NY 
Neighbors for American Values, [www.nyneighbors.org]. 

Its formation was announced on August 25, and I am very 
glad to be among the initial supporters. Information about upcom- 
ing specific activities will be posted there. 


NYC Neighbors for American Values — 

Our Position 

As Americans and as New Yorkers we are stronger when we work 
together. New York Neighbors for American Values embraces the 
American constitutional values of religious freedom, diversity, and 
equality. We stand together and rebuff the crude stereotypes meant 
to frighten and divide us. 

New York Neighbors for American Values is proud to include 
Muslim-American community members and institutions in our com- 
munity, as we do all communities working to strengthen the fabric 
of our vibrant city. We reject the idea that any neighborhood in our 
great City is off-limits to any particular community. We welcome 
the effort of Muslim New Yorkers to build institutions that serve 
their communities and our diverse City. 


Art Under 

EYJAF JALLA J OKULL 

by Ellen Mandelbaum 


Though flights throughout Europe were grounded for weeks, 
Reykjavik was barely affected except for April 27 when I was sched- 
uled to participate in The 11th International Women’s Glass Artists 
Exhibit in Iceland. Each artist was to make 20 small pieces to trade 
at the end so each of us would go home with a private collection. 
Twenty artist members were scheduled to exhibit 20 small works 


each; we didn’t know if any of us could come. In the end, only seven 
of us made it to Iceland. 

I cancelled my flight on the day that the ash cloud came 
over Reykjavik but watched the Iceland Air website until 
the morning of April 29 when Reykjavik’s airport was 
reopened and I could re-book my flight. I decided I was 
willing to take the risk that the air would stay clear and 
that my return flight might be delayed by a recurrence of 
the eruption. I was reassured that I would be relatively 
safe in Reykjavik. 

Nevertheless, I did not expect that four days later I would 
be sitting in a nearby farm painting the Eyjafjallajokull 
volcano. This farm had been shown in pitch darkness on 
international TV at the outset of the eruption. Flow could I 
know that the next day I would be less than a quarter of a 
mile away from the volcano, painting a watercolor of 
Skogarfoss waterfall, the volcano erupting again, and 
safety depending on the direction of the wind. At one 
point, we put on dust masks as the wind began to blow ashes 
towards us. I was relieved when common sense finally prevailed, 
our hostess turned back, and our adventurous group of artists 
drove away from the volcano. Happily, I was able to fly back to the 
US on May 7th, but my colleagues were delayed or re-routed several 
days later. Needless to say, the trip was a memorable one! 



I actually learned to pronounce the volcano's name 




HERE AT COMMUNITY 


SUPPORTING IMMIGRANT RIGHTS 



Making our v oices seen and heard against the new Arizona 


■ 1070 law. Ma ny people marched across the Brooklyn Bridge 
on July 29 in support of immigrant rights. 



o 




HERE AT COMMUNITY 


UUSC, UUA Declare Support for Lower Manhattan Mosque 


Tuesday, August 10, 2010 

On Monday, August 9, UUSC and the UUA sent a joint letter to New 
York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg expressing strong support for 
the Cordoba Center, an Islamic mosque and community center pro- 


posed for Lower Manhattan. Read the full text below, and raise your 
voice for religious tolerance by sending your own letter of support. 
Then take further action by cultivating understanding in your own 
community with THE UUA/UUSC Building Bridges Tool Kit. 


August 9, 2010 

Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg 
City Hall 

New York, NY 10007 
Dear Mayor Bloomberg: 

As leaders of a religious movement with a significant presence in New York City and nationally, we are writing to express our strong 
support for the planned mosque and Islamic community center in Lower Manhattan. The unanimous vote of the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission and your own endorsement reaffirm values of religious tolerance and the promotion of interreligious understanding. 

We commend you for resisting the shortsighted arguments of the Anti-Defamation League and various political ideologues, such as for- 
mer House speaker Newt Gingrich and former vice presidential nominee Sarah Palin. Leaders of both major political parties have made it 
abundantly clear that the tragic attacks of Sept. 11 in no way reflect mainstream Islamic values — values that are embodied in the 
proposed center. 

The shortsightedness of the center's critics is especially evident when one considers that, over the long run, the voices of moderate Islam 
hold the key to defeating extremism. These are the voices that represent the overwhelming majority of those within Islam, including the 
millions of Muslim American citizens, who disavow and repudiate violence. Accordingly, the mosque and community center near Ground 
Zero should be welcomed as an important effort by moderate Muslims to reach out to interfaith communities in New York and beyond. To 
demonize them is at odds with the geopolitical interest of the United States and our cherished — and constitutionally protected — tra- 
dition of religious freedom. 

Because it is a noncreedal faith tradition, Unitarian Universalism has always been at the forefront of promoting intercultural under- 
standing. This work assumed special significance after the Sept. 11 attacks. Unitarian Universalists have also worked to help defend 
Muslim Americans against some of the worst consequences of the erosion of civil liberties resulting from post-Sept. 11 security policies. 

Over the past two years, the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee has joined with Unitarian Universalist congregations to conduct a 
series of workshops with Muslims in major U.S. cities in efforts to further promote interreligious understanding. The Lower Manhattan 
mosque and community center would represent a major endorsement of interfaith understanding and a symbol of support for the peace- 
ful teachings of Islam. 

We look forward to the successful completion of this project and to supporting further your efforts to heal the wounds — physical, emo- 
tional, and spiritual — inflicted upon New York and the nation nearly nine years ago. 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Peter Morales, President, Unitarian Universalist Association 

Rev. William F. Schulz, Interim President, Unitarian Universalist Service Committee 

Rev. Galen Guengerich, Senior Minister, All Souls Unitarian Church, New York City 

Rev. Anthony Johnson, Affiliate Minister, Community Church of New York, Unitarian Universalist 

Rev. Susan Karlson, Unitarian Church of Staten Island 

Rev. Ian White Maher, Minister, UU Congregation of Queens, Flushing, N.Y. 

Rev. Rosemary Bray McNatt, Senior Minister, Fourth Universalist Society, New York City 
Rev. Patrick O'Neill, First Unitarian Congregational Society, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Rev. Bruce Southworth, Senior Minister, Community Church of New York, Unitarian Universalist 
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Opportunities & Coming Events 


ArtGroup's Fall Show 
"Painting With Light," a solo show 
by Ellen Mandelbaum in the Gallery 

Opening Reception: Saturday, 

September 25 from 4-7:00. 

Artist's Talk: Saturday, 

October 16 from 4-6 pm. 

The Closing Reception: Saturday, 

November 6 from 2-4 pm. Ellen is known 
for her work in stained glass. She has also 
made watercolors all her life, particularly 
when she has seen landscape in a beautiful 
light. She is excited to include new gilded 
work along with stained glass, and for the 
first time, she will feature watercolors from 
her private collection. All are invited to 
attend. 



Young Adult Brunch 

Sunday, September 26, at 1 pm in the Conference Room. 

Join us for a vegetarian lunch and conversation. Please RSVP 
to Daniel Gregoire at hdanielgregoire@gmail.com. 


Our monthly Social Teas will continue through out the fall. 

Join us at our next gathering for conversation, guest speaker and 
light refreshments on Tuesday, September 28, at 2 pm. RSVP to 
Valerie Lynch, Membership Coordinator, at vlynch@ccny.org or 
212-683-4988, ext. 19. 


The Anti-Racism Team (A-RT) 

Dates: First Friday of the month 

Place: Gallery, 28 East 35th Street 

A-Rt Meeting: 6:30 pm 

Viewing: 7:00 pm 

Open Dialogue: Follows Viewing 

Snacks: Popcorn & Opinions 

Facilitaror: Brenda Carpenter Osayim 

Incoming chair, Brenda Carpenter Osayim, invites newcomers to 

join us on Friday, October 1 for the screening of the controversial 

PBS (Independent Lens) documentary Negroes With Guns, the true 

story of Rob Williams of Monroe, North Carolina, who stood up to 

the Ku Klux Klan and became one of the first civil rights leaders by 

doing so. We will also share ideas at this meeting on how the A-RT 

can take positive steps toward ending the racist status quo to 


which we all have become so accustomed in this country. Differing 
opinions are invited. See you in October! 

Back by Popular Demand: Arabic for Beginners 
Saturdays, 10 a.m.-12 noon 
10 sessions beginning October 2 

Learn to read and write from right to left. Build a basic vocabulary 
of words and phrases. Lessons will be reviewed and reinforced on a 
weekly basis. Correct pronunciation will be stressed. Classes are 
offered in a relaxed, informal setting at a pace that allows even the 
most recalcitrant learner to grasp the language. These classes are 
FREE and open to individuals of any religious persuasion (including 
none). 

Instructor: Brenda Carpenter Osayim, Graduate, The Defense 
Language Institute, Monterey, California and The American 
University in Cairo, Egypt. 

For more information, please contact the Director of Lifespan 
Education at the Community Church, 212-683-4988, x23. 

Resistance Cinema and Future Visions begin their new season 
this month. The film titles will be announced soon\ 

Future Visions - Thursday, September 9, at 7 pm 
Resistance Cinema - Sunday, September 19, at 1:15 pm 




HERE AT COMMUNITY 


Don't miss this exceptional show! 
COMMUNITY CABARET 

Friday, September 24, 2010 • 7 pm sharp (doors open 6:30 pm) 

featuring: 

CARLA ULBRICH - Professional Smart Aleck & Humorous Songwriter 
FLAMES OF DISCONTENT -Daring, Innovative, Alternative Protest Music 
THE REV. BILL & BETTY HOLLAND - Comic duo as bizarre evangelicals 
skewing “Interfaith Understanding” 

RACHEL STONE - Satiric topical/political songwriter & cabaret host 
performs her uniquely original songs. 

Master satirical songwriter" - TheaterScene.net 
"Excellent songwriter/performer"- Rock Albers 
"Totally captivates audiences" -Ray Korona 


FOOD & REFRESHMENTS: Indulge in our delicious casual food such 
as turkey wraps, cheese & crackers, fruit, snacks, tempting 
desserts, wine and soft beverages. No minimum purchase required. 

LOCATION: Downstairs at Community Church, 40 East 35th Street 
(between Park & Madison), NYC. Fully wheelchair accessible. 

TICKETS: 

• Tickets at the door are $15, or $10 for church members, seniors, 
students, disabled, and members of various professional music 
organizations (MAC, NYSMS, PMN, PVC, SHOF, TRU, WIM, 
CabaretHotline). 

• SAVE! Get Advance Tickets for only $7 on Sundays during 
Fellowship Hour from Rachel Stone or Bill Rothfarb, or online with 

PayPal or credit card (until midnight before 
the show) at www.rachelstonemusic.com 
and our Community Church website. 

VOLUNTEER and see the show FREE! Join 
our jolly crew and see the entire show FREE. 
Help with tasks such as: food setup and 
service, room setup and decor, handling door 
tickets, hanging signs, and clean up. 
Volunteer hours are 5 pm-10 pm. Partial 
shifts are possible. Please contact Rachel or 
Bill at 718-472-0102 or email: 
rsongbird@gmail.com. Also need video and 
photography. 



Rachel Stone Carla Ulbrich Flames of Discontent Rev. Bill & Betty Holland 


Come relax and enjoy an evening of fabulous eclectic entertainment 
at Community Cabaret where you can eat, drink and laugh with 
kindred spirits in a warm and friendly place... 

...all at budget prices. It's a perfect way to end your week! 


Proceeds are donated to Community Church of New York Unitarian Universalist. 


SAVE THE DATES for these future shows! 

COMMUNITY CABARET 

All shows on Friday nights. 

Doors open 6:30 pm, show starts promptly at 7:00 pm 
November 19, 2010 
February 4, 2011 
March 25, 2011 
May 13, 2011 




Events Calendar for September 2010 


Sunday 5 


9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 

12:30 Volunteer Choir 

Rehearsal 


6 Mon 

Labor Day 

Building Closed 

7 Tue 

7:00 Circle (Redick) 

7:00 Streetsingers 

8 Wed 

6:00 Church Council 

9 Thu 

7:00 Future Visions Series 

10 Fri 


11 Sat 

10:15 AFj Meeting 


Homecoming Sunday 12 


9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 
12:45 New Year’s Ritual 


13 Mon 

6:00 Committee on 


Ministry 

14 Tue 

7:00 Streetsingers 

15 Wed 

6:00 Finance Meeting 

16 Thu 


17 Fri 

5:30 Antiracist 


alliance.com Potluck 

18 Sat 



27 Mon 

6:30 pm UU Ministers 

28 Tue 

7:00 Streetsingers 

29 Wed 


30 Thu 



Sunday 19 


9:30 

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

12:15 

Fellowship Hour 

12:45 

Volunteer Choir 


Rehearsal 

1:00 

Let’s Get Acquainted 

1:15 

Resistance Cinema 


20 Mon 6:00 Personnel Cmte. 

21 Tue 2:00 Social Tea 

3:00 Art Group 
7:00 Circle (Redick) 

7:00 Streetsingers 

22 Wed 6:00 Board Meeting 

23 Thu 

24 prj 5:30 Antiracistalliance 

Potluck 

7:00 Community Cabaret 

25 Sat 2:30 Art Grou P 

4:00 Painting With Light 
Opening Reception 
7:00 Peoples’ Voice Cafe 


Sunday 26 


9:30 

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

12:15 

Fellowship Hour 

12:30 

Volunteer Choir 


Rehearsal 

1:00 

Young Adult Brunch 


committee Fair 
October 3rd 


Credits & Guidelines 

Members are encouraged to submit articles to Community Connections. The 
submission deadline is typically the first Wednesday of the month prior to issue 
date. Submissions can be emailed to info@ccny.org or hand delivered to the 
Church. Articles submitted are subject to proofing and editing for clarity, brevity, 
grammar, punctuation, spelling and content. 
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Church Council’s 
2nd Annual Volunteer 
Appreciation Day 

The Council is now seeking names of 
people who you feel provide extra time 
and service to the church. Send your 
suggestions to council@ccny.org by 

October 6. 

Please plan to join us on Sunday, 
October 24, for a wonderful extended 
Fellowship Hour where we will celebrate 
our many church volunteers. 
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HERE AT COMMUNITY 


A Message from our Nominating Committee 

Soon we will be working on nominations to be presented to the congregation at the 
Annual Congregational Meeting in January. These and any nominations by petition will 
then be voted on for Church-wide positions. We invite anyone with suggestions for open- 
ings on the Board of Trustees, the Church Council and the Nominating Committee to 
contact a member of our committee or leave a message for us with Valerie Lynch at the 
church office. 

Members are: Lisa Gluck, Patricia Kolb, George Marshall, George Martin, Ruth Miller, 
Linda Novenski and Erin Tower 

As of now, we shall be seeking nominees for the following positions:: 

Treasurer 3 year term; 2 term limit 

(the incumbent is eligible) 

Board Members-at-Large: 3 year term; 2 term limit 

3 Positions for three years (all incumbents are eligible) 

Council Members at Large three year terms (one term limit) 

2 for three year terms 
1 for a two year term 
1 for a one year term 

Nominating Committee: 2 year terms; 2 term limit 

4 two year terms (2 current members are eligible for another term) 



October Birthdays A, 


2 Christie Jeffers 

1 1 Rosalie Anderson 

12 Joel Mandelbaum 
Brian Santiago 
Jacob Hudson Buron 

13 Deborah Washburn 

1 9 Doris Jeffrey 

20 Kai Peter Garcia 
Garnett Losak 

23 Laura Breach 
Polly Franchini 

25 Mary DeLisi 
Laurence Reilly 

26 Craige Moore Cioletti 

27 Laura Ann Wilson 

28 Eva Foreman 
30 Ray Olive Clark 






LIVING VISION 


Religious Education/ 

Family Ministries at Community 



If you knew what I know about the power of giving, 
you would not let a single meal pass without sharing it in some way. 

~ Buddha 


C hildren's chapel provides an environment to share and learn about the importance of multi-culturalism, as well 
as learning from the wisdom of the world's great religions. Recently we sang Shalom Havayreem, a traditional 
Hebrew round, and an observation was made that this year Rosh Hashanah and the celebration of Eid ul-Fitr, 


which marks 


the closing of the month of Ramadan, coincidentally occurred on the same week. To explain, Ramadan is a holy holi- 


day for Muslims during which they fast from sun-up to sun-down for a month. I continued to explain that this month 


serves as a reminder to Muslims of how difficult it is to be poor, hungry, and thirsty. It is a time when Muslims reflect 
on what the essentials of life and what the luxuries of life are. 

As a faith community, we do not practice fasting, and yet our second Unitarian Universalist principle does call upon 
us to act with justice, equity, and compassion in human relationships. In adhering to this principle and in the spirit 
of Buddha’s echoing voice of wisdom concerning sharing, the Religious Education and Family Ministries will once 
again support the noble goals of UNICEF. 

Involvement in this project will not only foster and reinforce the importance of our cherished Second Unitarian princi- 
ple but also show the children how their participation and efforts directly translate in securing a better education, 
fresh potable water, and much-needed medicine to the lesser fortunate people of our planet. 

I cannot over-emphasize the benefits and by-products derived through your child’s involvement in this project: 

• Learning about United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF’s) Millennial Development Goals and its 
20th Anniversary celebration of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

• Enhancing and expanding one’s spiritual path by learning about the importance of helping others 

• Underscoring and appreciating our privileged position in the world 

• Understanding the importance of becoming responsible and active global citizens 

Consider a family conversation which might pose the question: What does it mean to have enough or to have too 
much? Discussions such as this one will make the children’s involvement with the collection for UNICEF more 
meaningful. As a social justice project the children will be involved in learning about the work of UNICEF and in dis- 
cussing some of the Millennial Development Goals. 

I encourage you to attend Two Birds (Health and Climate Change) With One Stone (Energy) where George Garland will 
discuss the UN’s Millennium Development Goals and will discuss some of the challenges faced in achieving those 
goals. 

Please come and learn about the role of energy and how it serves as an instrument to support the achievement of 
the MDGs. 

I encourage you to participate in our many fall offerings, and to be part of be the living vision of Community. 

Paz, Esther 
Esther Rosado 

Director of Lifespan Religious Education 





HERE AT COMMUNITY 


Faye Walters’ Retirement 

O ur receptionist, Faye Walters, retired in September, after 22 years of service. A celebratory luncheon was held in her honor on 

Thursday, September 9. The entire staff, several members of the Board and Council and Kay Xanthakos attended. Everyone was able 
to share how much working with Faye has meant to them. 

Faye came to Community after working many years in the Garment District. Faye says what struck her from the first day was how kind and 
patient the members and staff were to her. She was welcomed with open arms. Over the years, she has always looked forward to coming to 
work. 

Faye’s plans for the next few months include a trip to visit family in Jamaica and taking computer classes at a local college. We will miss 
her greatly and wish her all the best in her next adventures. 







HERE AT COMMUNITY 


Our New Sanctuary Family 
Member Wins Awards! 

Congratulations to Fatoumata Gassama’s 
oldest child, 14 year old FANTA FOFANA who 
received three distinguished awards at her 
recent graduation from MS 390. Recognized 
by her school for outstanding achievement 
in mathematics, she also won the presti- 
gious Triple “C” Award from Andrew Cuomo, 
NY State Attorney General. The inspiring 
inscription recognizes Fanta’s tremendous 
COMMITMENT to bettering herself, her 
school and her community; her strength of 
CFIARACTER, which has helped her to 
achieve her goals . . .and her remarkable 
COURAGE which will aid her in meeting all 
of the challenges ahead. Last but not least, 
Fanta received The President’s Award for 
Outstanding Academic Excellence, signed 
by President Obama. 

We send good wishes to Fanta as she 
begins her first year at the prestigious 
Brooklyn Tech Fligh School. Way to go, 
Fanta!! 


Great News from 
Community Church 
Unitarian Universalist in 
New Orleans 


“Your congregations will also all be gather- 
ing for a new church year - we send our 
best wishes for a good beginning. Let us 
know when someone is coming our way or 
when there is some way we 
can add some New Orleans 
flavor to your congregational 
life. As always, we want our 
partnership to be a two-way 
street. Best to everyone - 

Suzy Mague’ 



We recently received an update email from 
Suzy Mague, of our sister church 
Community Church UU New 
Orleans. On Sunday, August 29, 

CCUU broke ground for their new 
sanctuary, five years to the day 
after it was destroyed by Hurricane 
Katrina. They sent their thanks for 
help they received over these five 
years and their best wishes for us 
in the new church year: 



Autumn Poetry Members 

Fall Gingko 


Autumn Reverie 

The sky is clear cerulean. 

The air as crisp as freshly picked apples. 

The trees have started their autumnal 
strip tease, 

Denuded of half their foliage, 

Some branches already completely bare. 

Every morning I wake up to a colorful 
cool, sunny fall day, 

The ground a carpet of ochre, scarlet and brown. 

As I lookout the window, 

I am thinking of you, 

Gone back to nature, a part of it now, 
bittersweet days 

unfolding toward the winter landscape 
without you. 

Ruth Miller 

November 22, 2002 


As if all summer 
Sun is in the leaves. 

Or cartoon moon 
Cut in shapes of fans 
Waving at returning soldiers, 

Ribbons of hope on trees 
Unfurl peaceful glee; lover 
And lover of wind which dallies 

Along curvy edges, tickles. 

Quivering like castanets 
Lets loose women's golden curls 

Cascade to mosaic 

Tucking earth in buttered dreams. 

Mary Orovan 

Published in Poetry East, Spring, 2010 
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OPPORTUNITIES 2010 


ARABIC FOR BEGINNERS: Back by Popular Demand 
Saturdays, 10 am-12 noon 
10 sessions beginning October 2, 2010 

Learn to read and write from 
right to left. Build a basic 
vocabulary of words and 
phrases. Lessons will be 
reviewed and reinforced on a 
weekly basis. Correct pronunci- 
ation will be stressed. Classes 
are offered in a relaxed, infor- 
mal setting at a pace that 
allows even the most recalcitrant learner to grasp the lan- 
guage. These classes are FREE and open to individuals of 
any religious persuasion including none). 

Instructor: Brenda Carpenter Osayim, Graduate, The 
Defense Language Institute, Monterey, California and The 
American University in Cairo, Egypt. 

For more information, please contact the Director of Lifespan 
Education at the Community Church, 212-683-4988, x23. 



Grief Support Group 

October 10, 17, 24 and November 14, 21, 28 
Rev. Danielline Martinez 

Join us as we form a “support 
group” to share some of our 
experiences of loss. There will 
also be time for reflection and 
sharing as we come together to 
create a community of caring 
around our sense of shared and 
personal loss. 

The first class on October 10 will be 1.5 hours long to allow 
time to introduce some terms and concepts as we as set the 
parameters and guidelines for the group.Subsequent groups 
would be 45 minutes long and have a specific topic or 
theme as its frame or starting point. Each session is open to 
all and does not require regular attendance. 

Danielline Martinez received her Master of Divinity, with a 
major in Psychiatry and Religion, from Union Theological 
Seminary, NY. She serves as a full-time Spiritual Care 
Counselor (Chaplain) for the Visiting Nurse Service of NY's 
Hospice Care program. She is currently a resident at the 
Psycho-analytic Training Program of the Blanton-Peale 
Institute. 



Lifespan Travel Memoir: 

Reflecting on your life course using 
2 Saturdays: October 9, 23, 3 pm 
With Dr. Leonore Tiefer 

We will have markers and post- 
its in hand as we revisit the 
places we have travel or lived 
in, the importance of these 
places in our lives, the possi- 
bility of future travels. Join 
us as Leonore, a seasoned- 
traveler, guides us through 
this journey. 


TERRIFIC TUESDAYS AND 

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS 

Have you been missing “Wonderful Wednesdays”? The 
monthly “Theology on Tap” returns starting October 27. This 
fall there will be many opportunities for mid-week spiritual 
enrichment and “Just getting together” as well. You are 
invited to partake! 

See next page 7 for the new fall mid-week offerings: 






HERE AT COMMUNITY 


Opportunities & Coming Events continued from p 6 


TERRIFIC TUESDAYS : 

First Tuesday Vespers 

Tuesday, October 5, 6:30 pm in the Chapel 

This contemplative Vespers Service in the Chapel will look at 
the sacred dimension of Animal/Human Companionship. We 
will celebrate the joy, wonder and trust that pets share with 
their human companions. Participants are encouraged to 
bring photographs of their animal friends or some other spe- 
cial keepsake. 



Rev. Orlanda Brugnola will lead 
a new monthly discussion series 
on Tuesday evenings, 6:30-8 pm 
in Conference Room. Each 
evening is a separate entity — 
attend one, some or many.- 


September 28 
October 26 
November 30 
December 14 
January 25 
February 22 
March 22 
April 19 
May 17 


Art & Spirituality 
Afterlife Or Not So Much 
Everyone A Cousin 
Why Celebrate? 

What Good Is A New Year? 
Broken Hearts / Whole Hearts 
Anger & Forgiveness 
Spiritual Mischief 
Abundance 


The Rev. Orlanda Brugnola has been here many times, 
preaching and teaching some of our adult lifespan faith 
development classes over the years. Currently she serves as 
Interim Minister at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of 
Poughkeepsie and still teaches philosophy and world religions 
at John Jay College. 


Two Birds (Health and Climate Change) 

With One Stone (Energy) 

Tuesday, October 12, 6:30-8:00 pm 
With Dr. George A. Garland 

Deaths from inhaled smoke from 
cooking with bio-fuels are more 
each year than deaths from 
malaria at 1.6 million. Funds are 
accumulating to reverse deforesta- 
tion to reduce climate change. Join 
us as Dr. Garland will discuss the 
role of energy in meeting the 
Millennium Development Goals. 

For information on the topic please read, The Energy 
Challenge for Achieving the Millennium Development Goals at: 
http://esa.un.org/un-energy/pdf/UN-ENRG%20paper.pdf 

Dr. George A. Garland, is currently Executive Director of the 
World Energy Forum, and was the former Executive Director, 
National Membership United Nations Association of the USA 
and at the local level as Executive Director, United Nations 
Association of the National Capital Area, Washington, DC. 

He worked for many years at the US Environmental Protection 
Agency where he was involved in developing national statis- 
tics for solid and hazardous waste and his work influenced 
the development of national policy and regulations. Foreign 
assignments included India, Indonesia, Burma, Sri Lanka, 
and Thailand, as well as Oman, South Korea and the Russian 
Federation. 



continued on p 8. 
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Opportunities & Coming Events continued from p 7 


Popcorn Theology 

Tuesday, October 19, at 6:30 pm 

Daniel Gregoire, Student Minister Intern 

Letters to God - Terrific Tuesdays is 
launching a new exploration of 
theology in popular cinema. Join us 
as we watch clips from the sensa- 
tional 1985 movie adaptation of 
Alice Walker’s The Color Purple. 

This film challenges many reli- 
gious notions. Be sure to arrive 
early, to be part of the group dis- 
cussion of this controversial film 
and its provocative treatment of 
humanity's relationship to the divine. 

Active Neighboring 

Tuesday, November 16, 6:30-8:00 pm 

The Rev. Dr. Anthony P. Johnson, Affiliated Minister 

Let’s think of two conflicting 
images of neighbor: one of a per- 
son who lives near another in a 
civil manner, as in Robert Frost’s 
“Good fences make good neigh- 
bors”; the other of a person who 
cares for and about others, even 
strangers, as in Jesus’s parable 
about the good Samaritan and 
who even loves the neighbors as 
oneself. We will discuss these 
contrasting ideas of neighbors and a model of active neigh- 
boring, in which the word “neighbor” is not a noun, but a 
verb. 




WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS: 


BUILDING THE WORLD WE DREAM ABOUT 

Beginning Wednesday, October 13, 6:30-8:00 pm 

13 Sessions over 9 months 

Janice Marie Johnson, Multicultural Growth Director of 

Multicultural Growth for the Unitarian Universalist Association 

Join us as we continue our journey 
toward building a multiracial/ 
multicultural community of love 
and justice. Janice Marie Johnson 
will guide us through a series of 
13 interactive workshops. 
Participants will explore topics 
and have conversations that 
further an understanding of race 
and ethnicity, through spiritual 
reflection, journaling, visual arts, 
poetry, music, theater tools, simulations, guest speakers, and 
field trips. The curriculum culminates with worship and cre- 
ation of action plans for anti-racist, multicultural congrega- 
tional transformation. We ask that participants make a com- 
mitment to attending the entire program. Please RSVP to 
Esther Rosado, at erosado@ccny.org or 212-683-4988, ext. 23 



continued on p 9 
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Opportunities & Coming Events continued from p 8 


Theology on Tap 

Wednesday, October 27, at 6:30 pm"Evil - What is it? How do we 
talk about it?" Rev. Dr. Anthony Johnson will lead a serious and 
playful discussion of what we define as evil and how we talk about 
it. Minimal goodness will be guaranteed by pizza, soft drinks and 
beer. Future Dates include: November 17, December 15 and 
January 26. 




At our August 18 gathering Gabriela Villareal, of the NY Immigration 
Coalition, was our guest speaker. We had a great 
discussion that brought us up to date on developments and let us 
know about opportunities to help, locally and nationally. 


Congregation Spring Retreat 
April 15-17 

We invite everyone to our Congregational Spring Retreat this com- 
ing April. We will be staying at the Warwick Center in upstate New 
York - a lovely setting at a beautiful time of year. 

Unlike years past, we need to make our arrangements early and to 
keep costs as reasonable as possible we need to have at least 30 
people attend. Please RSVP to Esther Rosado at erosado@ccny.org 
or 212-683-4988, ext. 23, by October 15. 

A 1/3 deposit will be due on November 15. The fees which includes 
meals and activities are as follows - $160 triple occupancy, 

$214 double, $341 single, $111 age 4-12. Scholarships will be 
available too. 


Plan to join us for a wonderful time of fun and fellowship! 


Visit Warwick’s website at www.campwarwick.com 





continued on p 10 
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Opportunities & Coming Events continued from p 9 


Activity and Committee Fair 

A special Fellowship Hour is planned for October 3. Learn about 
the many programs and activities that take place here at 
Community. There are many ways to get involved and share your 
gifts. Come explore 


The Anti-Racism Team (A-RT) 

Dates: First Friday of the month 

Place: Gallery, 28 East 35th Street 

A-Rt Meeting: 6:30 pm 

Viewing: 7:00 pm 

Open Dialogue: Follows Viewing 

Snacks: Popcorn & Opinions 

Facilitaror: Brenda Carpenter Osayim 

Incoming chair, Brenda Carpenter Osayim, invites newcomers to 

join us on Friday, October 1 for the screening of the controversial 

PBS (Independent Lens) documentary Negroes With Guns, the true 

story of Rob Williams of Monroe, North Carolina, who stood up to 

the Ku Klux Klan and became one of the first civil rights leaders by 

doing so. We will also share ideas at this meeting on how the A-RT 

can take positive steps toward ending the racist status quo to 

which we all have become so accustomed in this country. Differing 

opinions are invited. See you in October! 


Green Sanctuary - Future Visions Film Series 
Thursday, October 14, 7 pm in the Gallery 
0/ffr/The Movie - takes you inside the wonders of the soil. It tells 
the story of Earth's most valuable and under-appreciated source of 
fertility— from its miraculous beginning to its crippling degradation. 
Made from the same elements as the stars, plants and animals, 
and us, "dirt is very much alive." Though, due to modern industrial 
pursuits and clamor for both profit and natural resources, our 
human connection to and respect for soil has been disrupted. " 
"Floods, drought, climate change, even war are all directly related 
to the way we are treating dirt." "The only remedy for people dis- 
connected from the natural world is connecting them to it again." 
What we've destroyed, we can heal. 

ArtGroup’s Fall Show 

"Painting With Light," a solo show 

by Ellen Mandelbaum in the Gallery 

Artist's Talk: Saturday, October 16 from 4-6 pm. 

The Closing Reception: Saturday, November 6 from 2-4 pm. 

Ellen is known for her work in stained glass. She has also made 
watercolors all her life, particularly when she has seen landscape 
in a beautiful light. She is excited to include new gilded work along 
with stained glass, and for the first time, she will feature watercol- 
ors from her private collection. All are invited to attend. 


First Saturdays at the Bowery 

Community members and friends are invited to help at the Sai 
Baba’s feeding of the hungry in the Bowery on first Saturdays of 
each month. Plan to join us on Saturday, October 2, at 10:45 am, 
on Forsyth just south of Houston. Children are welcome to come 
help too! Bring a vegetarian item (such as chips, veggies, juice, 
pasta casserole or PBJ sandwiches). Pre-packing snacks or sand- 
wiches in small plastic bags is very helpful and makes it easier to 
distribute to the over 100 people who come for this meal. This is a 
rain or shine event so dress for the weather. For more information 
contact Valerie Lynch at vlynch@ccny.org or 212-683-4988, ext. 19 


Resistance Cinema 

Save the Dates - Sundays, October 10 and 31, 1:15 pm - Gallery. 

October 10 - The Coca Cola Case 

In Colombia labor organizers are tortured and assassinated ... 

In India water depleted ... is Coca Cola involved? 

October 31 - Before They Die 

Suppressed account of white mobs destroying the prosperous black 
community of Tulsa, OK. inl921. 


Action for Justice 

The Action For Justice Committee plans to conduct a weekly petition 
or letter writing project on the most important justice issue each 
week. Please join us for a few minutes at the AFJ table during the 
Sunday Fellowship Hour. Take your opportunity to learn more about 
what is happening and make a difference by adding your name to 
AFJ’s weekly letter or petition to government officials. We also 
invite you to attend our monthly meetings which take place on the 
2nd Saturday of the month at 10:15 am. Contact co-chairs 
Michael Orzechowski or Teresa Hommel at actionfj@ccny.org for 
more information. 


SAVE THE DATE 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
NOVEMBER 7, 2010 at 12:45 jm 
IN THE ASSEMBLY HALL 
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Save the date! 

Community Cabaret 

Friday, November 19, 2010 • 7 pm sharp (doors open 6:30 pm) 

featuring: 

BENDING THREADS ~ Sizzling Innovative Cabaret Collaborative 
CYNTHIA CRANE ~ Extraordinary Cabaret & Jazz Chanteuse 
LOIS MORTON ~ Humorous & Touching Singer-Songwriter 

RACHEL STONE - Satiric topical/political songwriter & cabaret host 
This popular fundraiser for Community Church is held downstairs in our Assembly Hall. 
Advance tickets only $7 from Rachel Stone or Bill Rothfarb on Sundays at Fellowship Hour, or at 
http://www.rachelstonemusic.com. At the door, tickets are $10 for church members, 
seniors, students and disabled, or $15 for the general public. 

Delicious casual food, desserts, wine and beverages available. 



Rachel Stone 


Bending Threads 


Cynthia Crane Lois Morton 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

Help out at the cabaret and see the show FREE! 

The cabaret can't happen without volunteers handling vital tasks 
like setting up and serving food & beverages, decorating the tables, 
handling tickets at the door, setting up the sound system, 
turning lights on & off, selling CD's, and packing up at the end. 

Volunteers work 5pm-iopm on day of show. Partial shifts possible. 

Come be an important part of the cabaret. 

Please contact Rachel Stone, Producer 
718-472-0102 or email: rsongbird@gmail.com 


SAVE THE DATES for these future shows! 

All shows on Friday nights. 

Doors open 6:30 pm, show starts promptly at 7:00 pm 
February 4, 2011 
March 25, 2011 
May 13, 2011 


o 




Events Calendar for oetober 2010 


1 Fri 


2 Sat 10:00 Continuing Arabic 

8:00 People’s Voice 
Cafe 


Sunday 3 


Association Sunday 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 

12:30 Committee Fair 


4 Mon 

r t 6:00 Vespers 

0 IUe 7:00 Circle (Redick) 

7:00 Streetsingers 

6 Wed Deadline for Nov. Issue 

6:00 Building & Grounds 

7 Thu 
8Fri 

q ~ , 10:00 Continuing Arabic 

y 5aT 10:15 AFJ Meeting 

3:00 RE/Lifespan Travel 
8:00 Peoples’ Voice Cafe 


Sunday 10 


9:30 

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

11:00 

Multifaith Team 

12:15 

Fellowship Hour 

12:45 

Volunteer Choir 


Rehearsal 

12:45 

Grief Support Group 

1:00 

AFJ/Resistance Cinema 


1 1 Mon 

12 Tue 

Building Closed 

6:00 Two Birds with One 
Stone 

7:00 Streetsingers 

13 Wed 

6:00 Council Meeting 

6:00 Building The World 

14 Thu 

6:30 Green Sanctuary 

Film Series 

15 Fri 

5:30 Potluck 

Antracistalliance.com 

16 Sat 

10:00 Continuing Arabic 
4:00 Art Group Talk 

8:00 People’s Cafe 


Sunday 17 


9:30 

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

12:15 

Fellowship Hour 

12:45 

Volunteer Choir 


Rehearsal 

12:45 

Grief Support Group 

1:00 

AFJ Forum 


18 Mon 

1 9 Tue 7:00 Circle (Redick) 

7:00 Streetsingerss 

20 Wed 6:00 Finance Meeting 

21 Thu 

22 Fri 

23 Sat 10:00 Continuing Arabic 

10:15 AFJ Meeting 
3:00 RE/Lifespan Travel 
8:00 Peoples’ Voice Cafe 


Sunday 24 


9:30 

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

12:15 

Fellowship Hour 

12:45 

Grief Support 

1:00 

Volunteer 

Appreciation Event 


25 Mon 

6:30 UU Ministers 

26 Tue 

6:00 Spiritual 

Conversations 


7:00 Streetsingers 

27 Wed 

6:00 Board Meeting 

6:00 Theology On Tap 

28 Thu 

6:00 Personnel Meeting 

29 Fri 


30 Sat 

10:00 Continuing Arabic 

8:00 Peoples’ Voice Cafe 


Sunday 31 


9:30 

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

12:15 

Fellowship Hour 

12:45 

Volunteer Choir 

Rehearsal 

1:00 

Young Adult Brunch 

1:00 

AFJ/Resistance 

Cinema 


FOR MORE Adult Religious Education and 
Opportunities/Events 


See pages 6-1 1 


Credits & Guidelines 

Members are encouraged to submit articles to Community Connections. The 
submission deadline is typically the first Wednesday of the month prior to issue 
date. Submissions can be emailed to info@ccny.org or hand delivered to the 
Church. Articles submitted are subject to proofing and editing for clarity, brevity, 
grammar, punctuation, spelling and content. 


COMMUNITY 

ahuicctuh 


uHis 


The Community Church of New York 
Unitarian Universalist 

40 East 35th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

www.ccny.org 
Tel: 212.683.4988 


THIRTY SEVENTH ISSUE: 


Here At Community, Living Vision, Here At Community 
and much more... 

Deadline for November 2010 issue: October 6, 2010 


Calendar 
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# Our Mission: To grow as a caring, justice-making, anti-racist, diverse, spiritual community 
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Evo Morales, President of Bolivia, 
Speaks at Community Church 

President Morales spoke at Community on September 21. The 
church was standing room only; with approximately 600 people 
of all ages and races. His talk was titled “Nature is not for 
sale: the Rights of Mother Earth.” He spoke with passion about 
caring for the environment, that greed is so dangerous. 

When introducing the President and welcoming the audience, 
our Senior Minister, Bruce Southworth, spoke of the connection 
between our mission and President Morales’ message. 

The President spoke in Spanish along with an English 
language translator. The message was clear in both 
languages - "We must have a strong movement in the 21st 
century for the rights of Mother Earth," Morales said. "This is 
the most important thing for humankind if we are to survive." 

Thanks to Joe Wagner for sharing his photographs of this 
important evening. 



Rev. Bruce Southworth introducing the President of Bolivia, Evo Morales 
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“^m C ^ rh man " Postcard/Bookmark Workshop on Sunday, November 21, 1-4 pm. With the help of 

yrna arry Gallery35 artists, participants will create original postcards and bookmarks which will be 

sold at the gallery on Decemberll, 4-6 pm. Proceeds from this special sale will be donated to the Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana, 
an organization working for the survival of plants and animals affected by the Gulf oil spill. 


Gallery35 Presents “Small Works” II Art Show 

An art show in time for holiday sales! 

Gallery35, the new name for Community’s ArtGroup, announces its 2nd annual small 
works show in the Gallery. 

Small works II - An exhibition of paintings, photography, digital art, watercolor, stained 
glass and mixed media by thirteen local NYC artists. Reflecting the diverse approaches of 
the artists, Small works II showcases traditional, abstract, surreal and cubist styles. 

During the show’s run, Open Gallery events will include: 

Opening Reception - Saturday, November 13, 4-7 pm. The public is invited to view the 
art, meet the artists, and sign up for the postcard/bookmark workshop 


Gallery35 has a membership of 15 professional artists who — in addition to exhibiting - share fellowship, experience and knowledge with 
each other and with the community. Gallery35 presents five solo and group shows per year and offers free workshops and events open to 
the public. A portion of the art sales are contributed to Community Church. 

Small works II will run from November 13 through January 9, 2011, making Gallery35 the deal place to begin holiday shopping. 


f November BirthdaysA 


1 Mary Gilliard 

2 Annise Jean Bradley 
5 Everette Ball 

Ruth Miller 
1 1 Everett Fox 

13 Maria Longas 
John Yancey 
Kate Hinds 

14 Catherine Ross 

15 Bruce Southworth 

1 6 Arthur Freese 

19 Odella Washington 

22 Connie Moore 

23 Jane DeTorre 
25 Andrew Daniele 

Charlotte McPherson 
Penelope Stothers 

27 Edmund Dejowski 

28 Martha Wagner 

J 


Member’s Poetry 

Earth Is Shutting Down 

Earth is shutting down. Trees, their dark leafless 
skeletons reaching toward heaven, 

Silhouette against the blue-grey, brooding sky. 

Squirrels, white winter fur behind their ears, 
Acorns safely hidden away, 

Nestle in their burrows. 

Frozen fingers of frost have covered the brittle 
landscape 

With a blue-white glaucous glaze. 

Monarchs, songbirds, hawks and eagles 
Have migrated South. 

We watched them float over the city, 

Regret and joy written deep in our hearts. 

Peresephone has returned to Hades. 

Demeter, her mother, in mourning, 

Has striped the vegetation from the land. 

Ruth Miller 
November 22, 2002 




LIVING VISION 


Religious Education/ 

Family Ministries at Community 

T he Committee Fair held on October 3 was a resounding success! Our congregational family 
glowed with the warmth, and enthusiasm for each of the committees represented. The Assembly 
Hall was filled with tables featuring the important work the numerous committees at Community 
accomplish. The scents of the wonderful food at each table encouraged everyone to mill around, acquire information about our 
community life and get involved. 



The Religious Education and Family Ministries 
Team provided lentil soup at our table. Jil Novenski 
and Shawn Jones ladled out the stockpot with a 
sign that read, “RE Nurtures the Soul”. Not far 
from the stockpot was Daniel Gregoire with a 
wonderful display of pictures from the Young Adult 
Group. We were all delighted to have people 
express interest in contributing to RE/FM. If you 
were unable to attend, there is always the 
opportunity to be involved. Esther Rosado 


A Message from Daniel Gregoire, our Student Minister 

W e are entering a wonderful and festive time of the year - A time for special gatherings with family and friends to celebrate the 
gifts of hope and caring. 

In about three weeks many of us will be coming together for Thanksgiving Dinner in our homes. We will invite family and friends to par- 
ticipate in the joyous occasion. 

However, for many people, this is a less than joyous time and a difficult reminder of absent love ones and changed circumstances. 

This year we are proposing a new way forward. We are asking you to celebrate Thanksgiving dinner by inviting those members of our com- 
munity who, for any number of reasons, are not able to celebrate with their loved ones. 

The holidays are an all too important time where we can live our faith by directing our attention to the inherent worth of every person and 
our interdependence. 

If you would like to attend a Thanksgiving Dinner or are willing to invite others, please fill out a “Sharing the Dinner” slip which can be 
found and turned in at the Welcome Table during Fellowship Hour. You can also contact Esther Rosado, our Director of Lifespan Religious 
Education, Valerie Lynch, Membership Coordinator or me by email. Please let us know no later than November 15. 

The information we will need is: Name, Contact information and location. For potential hosts, let us know the number you can host and 
the time of dinner. For guest requests, let us know of food allergies and accessibility issues. The Ministers along with the Membership 
Coordinator will review the requests and link potential guests with potential hosts. 

If you have any questions, feel free to ask Esther, Valerie or me during the coffee hour. 

o 



Daniel 
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OPPORTUNITIES 2010 


ARABIC FOR BEGINNERS: Back by Popular Demand 
Saturdays, 10 am-12 noon - Continuing 


Learn to read and write from 
right to left. Build a basic 
vocabulary of words and 
phrases. Lessons will be 
reviewed and reinforced on a 
weekly basis. Correct pronunci- 
ation will be stressed. Classes 
are offered in a relaxed, infor- 
mal setting at a pace that 
allows even the most recalcitrant learner to grasp the lan- 
guage. These classes are FREE and open to individuals of 
any religious persuasion including none). 

Instructor: Brenda Carpenter Osayim, Graduate, The 
Defense Language Institute, Monterey, California and The 
American University in Cairo, Egypt. 

For more information, please contact the Director of Lifespan 
Education at the Community Church, 212-683-4988, x23. 



Grief Support Group 
Sundays, November 14, 21, 28 
Rev. Danielline Martinez 

Join us as we form a “support 
group” to share some of our 
experiences of loss. There will 
also be time for reflection and 
sharing as we come together to 
create a community of caring 
around our sense of shared and 
personal loss. 


Each session is open to all and does not require regular 
attendance. Danielline Martinez received her Master of 
Divinity, with a major in Psychiatry and Religion, from Union 
Theological Seminary, NY. She serves as a full-time Spiritual 
Care Counselor (Chaplain) for the Visiting Nurse Service of 
NY's Hospice Care program. She is currently a resident at 
the Psycho-analytic Training Program of the Blanton-Peale 
Institute. 


TERRIFIC TUESDAYS: 


November Terrific Tuesdays Offerings led by Student Minister, 

Daniel Gregoire. 



First Tuesday Vespers 
Tuesday, November 2, 

6:30-7:30 pm in the Chapel 

The Souls Around Us. - In honor of 
the Feast of All Saints and El Dia Del 
Muerte, Vespers this month will create 
a space to reflect on the passage of 
time and the ways that we remember 
those who have touched our lives and 
are no longer with us. The service will 
include inspirational music, devotion- 
al readings and meditation. Guests 
are encouraged to bring photos and 
other mementos to place in our 
sacred altar. 


Cinema and Spirit 

Tuesday, November 9, at 6:30-8:00 pm 
Daniel Gregoire, Student Minister Intern 
A Curious Case for Hope - The Curious Case of Benjamin 
Button 

Cinema and Spirit presents The Curious Case of Benjamin Button 
(2008) a critically acclaimed motion picture directed by David 
Fincher. It is based on the fictional account of a man who ages in 
reverse and comes to discover deeper truths and meanings in life. 
Join us as we unpack and discuss the provocative questions 
about mortality and hope contained in the film. Popcorn and soft 
drinks are provided, making this a movie night you won’t want to 
miss. 


o 
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Opportunities & Coming Events continued from p 4 


TERRIFIC TUESDAYS: continues 


WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS: 


Active Neighboring 

Tuesday, November 16, 6:30-8:00 pm 

The Rev. Dr. Anthony P. Johnson, Affiliated Minister 

Let’s think of two conflicting 
images of neighbor: one of a 
person who lives near another 
in a civil manner, as in Robert 
Frost’s “Good fences make good 
neighbors”; the other of a per- 
son who cares for and about 
others, even strangers, as in 
Jesus’s parable about the good 
Samaritan and who even loves 
the neighbors as oneself. We will discuss these contrasting 
ideas of neighbors and a model of active neighboring, in 
which the word “neighbor” is not a noun, but a verb. 



Spiritual Conversations 





Rev. Orlanda Brugnola will lead 
a new monthly discussion series 
on Tuesday evenings, 6:30-8 pm 
in Conference Room. Each 
evening is a separate entity — 
attend one, some or many.- 


November 30 
December 14 
January 25 
February 22 
March 22 
April 19 
May 17 


Everyone A Cousin 
Why Celebrate? 

What Good Is A New Year? 
Broken Hearts / Whole Hearts 
Anger & Forgiveness 
Spiritual Mischief 
Abundance 


The Rev. Orlanda Brugnola currently serves as Interim 
Minister at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of 
Poughkeepsie and teaches philosophy and world religions 
at John Jay College. 


BUILDING THE WORLD WE DREAM ABOUT 

Beginning Wednesday, 

November 3, 17, 6:30-8:00 pm 
13 Sessions over 9 months 
Janice Marie Johnson, 
Multicultural Growth Director of 
Multicultural Growth for the 
Unitarian Universalist Association 
Join us as we continue our journey 
toward building a multiracial/ 
multicultural community of love 
and justice. Janice Marie Johnson 
will guide us through a series of 
13 interactive workshops. Participants will explore topics and 
have conversations that further an understanding of race and 
ethnicity, through spiritual reflection, journaling, visual arts, 
poetry, music, theater tools, simulations, guest speakers, and 
field trips. The curriculum culminates with worship and cre- 
ation of action plans for anti-racist, multicultural congrega- 
tional transformation. Please RSVP to Esther Rosado, at 
erosado@ccny.org or 212-683-4988, ext. 23 

Theology on Tap 

Wednesday, November 17, at 6:30 pm 

Rev. Dr. Anthony Johnson will facilitate this popular discussion 
group. Join us for pizza, soft drinks, beer and great conversation. 

Future Dates include: December 15 and January 26 



continued on p 6 



HERE AT COMMUNITY 


Opportunities & Coming Events continued from p 5 


The Anti-Racism Team (A-RT) 

Dates: First Friday of the month Popcorn & Opinions 

Place: Gallery, 28 East 35th Street 

A-Rt Meeting: 6:30 pm 

Viewing: 7:00 pm 

Open Dialogue: Follows Viewing 

Film to be announced. 


First Saturdays at the Bowery 

Community members and friends are invited to help at the Sai 
Baba’s feeding of the hungry in the Bowery on first Saturdays of 
each month. Plan to join us on Saturday, November 6, at 
10:45 am, 

Action for Justice Forum 
November 21, 1-4 pm in the Assembly Hall 
“How to Talk to People with Different 
Points of View Without Losing Your Cool” 

Have your buttons ever been pressed just at the wrong moment? 
Have you lost your cool, as well as your opportunity for a meaning- 
ful and important conversation? Action for Justice will conduct a 
workshop, "How to Talk to People with Different Points of View 
Without Losing Your Cool" Sunday, after the Fellowship Hour. 
Effective communication is a critical part of AFJ's activities, but we 
aren't the only ones who can benefit from this fun learning oppor- 
tunity. Everyone is invited to attend and help us work toward a 
more peaceful and just world. This workshop can help you in your 
family relationships, at work, at church, and everywhere you go. 

The workshop includes introspection, open sharing with the group, 
and interactive practice. More information: Myrna Charry, 212-679- 
3651 


The Action For Justice Committee plans to conduct a weekly peti- 
tion or letter writing project on the most important justice issue 
each week. Please join us for a few minutes at the AFJ table during 
the Sunday Fellowship Hour. Take your opportunity to learn more 
about what is happening and make a difference by adding your 
name to AFJ’s weekly letter or petition to government officials. We 
also invite you to attend our monthly meetings which take place on 
the 2nd Saturday of the month at 10:15 am. Contact co-chairs 
Michael Orzechowski or Teresa Hommel at actionfj@ccny.org for 
more information. 


Green Sanctuary - Future Visions Film Series 
Thursday, November 11, 7 pm in the Gallery 

Plunder: The Crime of Our Time is a hard-hitting investigative film 
by Danny Schechter. The "News Dissector" explores how the finan- 
cial crisis was built on a foundation of criminal activity uncovering 
the connection between the collapse of the housing market and the 
economic catastrophe that followed. 

7 used to think of Wall Street as a financial center. 

I now think of It as a crime scene. ” 

- Filmmaker Danny Schecter, Plunder (2009) 

ArtGroup’s Fall Show 

"Painting With Light," a solo show in the Gallery, 
by Ellen Mandelbaum 

The Closing Reception: Saturday, November 6 from 2-4 pm. 

Ellen is known for her work in stained glass. She has also made 
watercolors all her life, particularly when she has seen landscape 
in a beautiful light. She is excited to include new gilded work along 
with stained glass, and for the first time, she features watercolors 
from her private collection. All are invited to attend. 

Resistance Cinema 
Sundays, at 1:15 pm - Gallery. 

November 1 4 IN THE NAME OF DEMOCRACY 

The story of Lt. Ehren Watada’s refusal to serve in Iraq on grounds 

of conscience. 


November 28 WILLIAM KUNSTLER: DISTURBING THE UNIVERSE 



This event is a collaboration with 
the award-winning documentary 
series P.O.V. Portrait of the contro- 
versial Civil rights lawyer who 
became an icon defending clients 
no one else would go near. 



o 
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Opportunities & Coming Events continued from p 6 



Rachel Stone 


Bending Threads 


Cynthia Crane Lois Morton 


Save the date! 

Community Cabaret 

Friday, November 19, 2010 • 7 pm sharp (doors open 6:30 pm) 

featuring: 

BENDING THREADS ~ Sizzling Innovative Cabaret Collaborative • CYNTHIA CRANE ~ Extraordinary Cabaret & Jazz Chanteuse • 
LOIS MORTON ~ Humorous & Touching Singer-Songwriter • RACHEL STONE ~ Satiric topical/political songwriter & cabaret host 
This popular fundraiser for Community Church is held downstairs in our Assembly Hall. Advance tickets only $7 from Rachel Stone 
or Bill Rothfarb on Sundays at Fellowship Hour, or at http://www.rachelstonemusic.com. 

At the door, tickets are $10 for church members, seniors, students and disabled, or $15 for the general public. 

Delicious casual food, desserts, wine and beverages available. 

Volunteers see the show for free. Contact Rachel for details. 

SAVE THE DATES for these future shows! 

All shows on Friday nights. 

Doors open 6:30 pm, show starts promptly at 7:00 pm 
February 4, 201 1 • March 25, 201 1 • May 1 3, 201 1 


Congregation Spring Retreat 
April 15-17, 2011 

We invite everyone to our Congregational Spring Retreat this coming 
April. We will be staying at the Warwick Center in upstate New York 
- a lovely setting at a beautiful time of year. 

Unlike years past, we need to make our arrangements early, and to 
keep costs as reasonable as possible we need to have at least 30 
people attend. Please RSVP to Esther Rosado at erosado@ccny.org 
or 212-683-4988, ext. 23, by November 15, 2010. 

A 1/3 deposit will be due on November 30. The fees which includes 
meals and activities are as follows - $160 triple occupancy, $214 
double, $341 single, $111 age 4-12. Scholarships will be available 
too. $700.00 maximum cost per voting member family. 

Plan to join us for a wonderful time of fun and fellowship! 

Visit Warwick’s website at www.campwarwick.com 






Events Calendar for November 2010 


2 Tue 

6:00 Vespers 

7:00 Art Group Meeting 

7:00 Circle 

7:00 Streetsingers 

3 Wed 

6:00 Building & Grounds 

6:00 Building The World 

4 Thu 


5 Fri 

6:30 Anti-Racism Team 

7:00 Popcord & Opinion 

6 Sat 

10:00 Continuing Arabic 

2:00 Art Group Closing 
Reception 

8:00 Peoples’ Voice Cafe 


Sunday 7 


9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
10:00 Music Committee 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 
12:45 Congregational Meeting 


8 Mon 

9 Tue 

10 Wed 

11 Thu 

12 Fri 

13 Sat 


6:30 Cinema & Spirit 
7:00 Streetsingers 
6:00 Council Meeting 

7:00 GS Film Series 


10:00 Continuing Arabic 
10:15 AFJ Meeting 
4:00 Gallery35 Opening 
8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 


Sunday 14 


9:30 

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

12:15 

Fellowship Hour 

12:30 

UN Global Affair Cmte. 

12:45 

Grief Support Group 

12:45 

Volunteer Choir 


Rehearsal 

1:00 

Resistance Cinema 


15 Mon 6:00 Personnel Metting 


1 6 Tue 6:30 Active Neighboring 
7:00 Circle 
7:00 Streetsingers 


17 Wed 


6:00 Textile Study Group 
6:30 Theology On Tap 
6:00 Finance Cmte. 


18 Thu 


19 Fri 


5:30 Antiracistalliance 
Potluck 

7:00 Community Cabaret 


20 Sat 10:00 Continuing Arabic 
8:00 Peoples’ Voice Cafe 


Sunday 21 


22 Mon 6:00 Board Meeting 
6:30 UU Ministers 


Sunday 28 


9:30 

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

12:15 

Fellowship Hour 

12:45 

Grief Support 

1:00 

AFJ Forum 

1:00 

Gallery35 Showing 


23 Tue 7:00 Streetsingers 

24 Wed 6:30 Theology On Tap 

25 Thu THANKSGIVING 

26 Fri Church Office Closed 

27 Sat 10:00 Continuing Arabic 

8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 


9:30 

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

12:15 

Fellowship Hour 

12:45 

Grief Support Group 

1:00 

Resistance Cinema 

1:00 

Young Adult Brunch 


Mon 29 


Tue 30 

6:30 Spiritual 

Conversation 

7:00 Circle 

7:00 Streetsingers 


FOR MORE Adult Religious 
Education and 
Opportunities/Events 
See pages 4-7 


Credits & Guidelines 

Members are encouraged to submit articles to 
Community Connections. The submission deadline is 
typically the first Wednesday of the month prior to issue 
date. Submissions can be emailed to info@ccny.org or 
hand delivered to the Church. Articles submitted are 
subject to proofing and editing for clarity, brevity, gram- 
mar, punctuation, spelling and content. 
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The Community Church of New York 
Unitarian Universalist 

40 East 35th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10016 
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Tel: 212.683.4988 

THIRTIETH ISSUE: 

Here At Community, Living Vision, Calendars 
and much more... 

Deadline for December 2010 and January 201 1 Holiday Issue: Wednesday, November 3, 2009 

# Our Mission: To grow as a caring, justice-making, anti-racist, diverse, spiritual community 
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Here At Community 

Birthdays 
New Members 
Kwanzaa Celebration 
Holiday Traditions 
Annual GA 201 1 
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Living Vision 

Living Vision 
Religious Education/ 

Family Ministries at Community 
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Hfllfrky Crafts Fair 

The community church of NY 
Unitarian universalist 

40 E last 35th st (between Park & Mad.) • NYC 
December 5th, 2010 - 12:15-4:00 p.m. 
Original gift & food items created by Artisan members 
and friends of Community church of New York 
we look forward to seeing you there! 


Opportunities 

Terrific Tuesdays 
Wonderful Wednesdays 
Christmas Dinner 
Community Women 
Social Tea 

Invitation from Rabbi Goor 
Gallery 35 
Members Poetry 
BJ’s Place 

Community Cabaret 

Pages 4-7 

Back Page 

Calendars 
Credits & Guidelines 

Pages 7-8 
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H armkkah 


Christmas Eve at community 


Candle-Lighting service 
jOl December 24th 

4:30 p.m. 

A service of 
readings, music 


[=£> 


( C—> ) and carols 
concluding with a 
candle-lighting ceremony. 
Hot cider and cookies 
will follow the service. 


Kwanzaa. 


This 

year we 
again offer 
the Christmas 
portion (and Halleluiah 
chorus) cf Handel's “Messiah." 

The choir of approximately sixty members 
will include members of the church, 
as well as sitters from the larger 
community. 

The service 

will 

begin at 
7:30 p.m. 


Lighting of the Menorah 
Decembers at li am 


December 26, we celebrate the familial 
and cultural wisdom and 
values from the African tradition. 


Christmas Day Dimer 

Ticket Reijuired 
seepage 5. 


HERE AT COMMUNITY 


New Members 

Welcome to new members who have joined: 


f BIRTHDAYS 


Dr. Houston Brummit Robert Gumbs 

Rose Crayton Anne Kelemen 

Anthony Krakue Gerald Suydam 

Kwanzaa Celebration is Sunday, December 26! 

Join the planning committee! Kwanzaa is an honored tradition in the 
liturgical year at The Community Church, celebrating African-American 
Heritage by honoring the values of self-determination, faith and unity. 

I invite you to help plan and to participate in the service. Let’s make this 
the best Kwanzaa celebration! If you are interested in joining in, please 
sign up. Planning meetings will start soon. Please contact Daniel Gregoire 
at hdanielgregoire@gmail.com. 


Holiday Traditions of Giving at Community 

Please be thinking about our traditions (old and new) of giving here at Community! We 
need members and friends to help. Sign up at the Welcome Table or contact Valerie 
Lynch, Membership Coordinator, at 212-683-4988, ext. 19 orvlynch@ccny.org. 

Toys and Gift Collections 

St Vincent Services - For over 20 years we have been collecting new unwrapped toys 
and gifts for the medically fragile children and teens of St Vincent Services - Needed 
by January 2, 2010. The Partnership for the Homeless, a long-time partner and sup- 
porter of our homeless shelter here at Community, is hosting a holiday party for 300 
children and their families - New unwrapped toys are needed by Sunday, December 5. 

Can You spare 90 minutes once a month? 

First Saturdays at the Bowery (every month, rain or shine) - 10:45 am-12 pm. 

We help distribute lunch to the hungry (Forsyth, south of Houston). Children and teens 
are welcome to help. 

Special Offerings 

Organ Restoration Fund, Silent Choir, Guest at Your Table, and Chalice Lighters Fall 
2010 Campaign all need your support. Please be generous in your end-of-year offerings. 


Applications for GA and Metro NY Annual 
Meeting Delegates Now Available 


All Voting Members of Community Church are encouraged to apply to be 
a Delegate to represent Community Church at the UUA General Assembly 
(June 22-26) in Charlotte, NC, and/or the UU Metro New York District 
Annual Meeting (May 6-7) in Morristown, NJ. Stop by the Welcome Table 
during Fellowship Hour or see Valerie Lynch for application forms. 

The deadline for applications is Tuesday, February 1, 2011. 



December 2010 

1 Gary Geoghegan 

2 Kenneth Kern 

6 Ginger Ruckes-Brooks 

7 Joseph Wagner 

8 Felicia Cinquemani 
L. Oriana Linares 

10 Sondra Brooks 
Vernon Jacob 
12 Madeleyn Kern 
Justin Vranek 

14 J. Andrea McMahon 

15 Jacqueline Lahey 

1 7 Mark Siebers 
Melanie Severo 

18 Vera Lilly 

19 Alfred Gescheidt 

20 Daniel McNatt 

21 Sally Asiedu 
24 Izaac Cooper 

Rebecca Ann Jakobsen 
Randall 
Lois Ross 

26 Dorothy Moore 
29 Tina Redick 

Patricia Garbarini 

January 2011 

4 Louis Schwebius 
8 Douglas Anderson 

12 Anna-Lisa Hafgren 
Lucille McEwen 
Ms. Daniela Gioseffi 

13 George Rainer 
Heidi Siegfried 

15 J u a nita Am brose 

1 6 Jova Vargas 
20 Harry French 

24 JoAnn Corkran 
Naajia Hurd 
Nancy Soloway 

25 Harry Ezra tty 
Sheila Kaminsky 

27 Carolynn Julien 
Denise Romano 

28 Khalilah Arrington-Garcia 

29 Corinne Padavano 

30 Victor Bertini 




LIVING VISION 


Religious Education/Family Ministries at Community 

During the fall the earth is beginning to grow quiet, and preparing for winter 
ahead. Our Religious Education/Family Ministries has been busy enjoying 
the autumn and preparing for the winter holidays. Whether it is learning 
about the United Nations Millennial Goals, celebrating Samhain, creating a haunted 
room on Halloween, or collecting for UNICEF we are creating community, learning about 
earth based traditions, and infusing our Unitarian Universalist values in each activity. 

Another way that our principles are put into action is by supporting the work of Unitarian Universalist Service 
Committee (UUSC) the United States and around the world. The UUSC is the mission arm of our national association, 
and is financially independent from the UUA. Each year at this time, friends and families in our congregation partici- 
pate in Guest at Your Table — a UU tradition. We distribute Guest at Your Table boxes, which help us to connect with 
the stories of people in the United States and around the world who have shared their personal struggles and are 
working for human rights in partnership with UUSC. 

How does it work? Take the “Guest at Your Table” box home - often the box is placed at the meal table. Each box 
features four people the UUSC has worked with recently. These are your “guests” and you are asked to share your 
blessings with them at each meal by putting your spare change in the box. When family and friends sit for a meal, they 
can reflect on the stories of their "guests”, each who have contributed to the movement for universal human rights — 
and to share generously. Return the box with your contributions in January to the church, and we will send the money to 
the UUSC. 

If you have not yet received a Guest at Your Table box please contact Esther Rosado, Director of Lifespan Religious 
Education at erosado@ccny.org. 

Wishing you many blessing during the winter holidays. 

Paz, Esther 






HERE AT COMMUNITY 


OPPORTUNITIES 2010-11 


TERRIFIC TUESDAYS: 


Spiritual Conversations 

Tuesday evenings, 6:30-8 pm in the Conference Room. 

Rev. Orlanda Brugnola will lead a new monthly discussion 
series. Each evening is a separate entity - attend one, some 


or many. 

December 21 
January 25 
February 22 
March 22 
April 19 
May 17 


Why Celebrate? 

What Good Is A New Year? 
Broken Hearts / Whole Hearts 
Anger & Forgiveness 
Spiritual Mischief 
Abundance 


First Tuesdays Vespers 

December 7 - 6:30-7:30 pm in the Chapel 

Offerings led by Student Minister, Daniel Gregoire 
“Embodying the Light” 

As the length of daylight dwindles, we come together in our 
spiritual home to kindle the flames of hope. This month 
join us for Vespers, a contemplative worship service featuring 
relaxing music, inspirational readings, quiet meditation and 
spiritual reflections. All are welcome. 

January 4 - 6:30-7:30 pm in the Chapel 

“Creating Space” 

The New Year offers an opportunity for creative reflection on 
our lives and the impact we have in the world. 2011 a chance 
to start all over and chart a new course, or to continue down 
well-rutted paths with a fresh perspective. 

Start the year off right; this month resolve to join us for 
Vespers, a contemplative worship service featuring relaxing 
music, inspirational readings, quiet meditation and spiritual 
reflections. All are welcome. 

Cinema and Spirit 

December 21, 6:30-8 pm - Gallery 

“Saving Mr. George Bailey” 

December’s selected film is the iconic 1946 movie It's a 
Wonderful Life directed by Frank Capra. In the film, the main 
character George Bailey is rescued from his imminent death 
by help from “above.” In the process he learns valuable 
lessons about life. We will continue our theological reflection 
on beliefs about Salvation from various traditions, including 
the film itself. Come early for popcorn and soft drinks. Join us 
for a great film and great conversation. 


January 11 6:30-8 pm in the Gallery 

“The Metaphysics of Wonderland” We journey to “Underland” 
with Alice, White Rabbit and Cheshire Cat with selections from 
the 2010 film Alice in Wonderland, Directed by Tim Burton 
and based on the 1865 novel of the same name by Lewis 
Carroll. What does it mean to live in a world accessible by a 
mysterious rabbit hole and inhabited by talking caterpillars? 
Join our cinematic and theological exploration of the reality of 
nature and the world. Come early for popcorn and soft drinks. 
Join us for a great film and great conversation. 

A Story Just for You: An Introduction 

to the Lotus Sutra - Tuesday, December 14, 6:30-8 pm 

Gene Reeves, author of the just published Stories of the Lotus 
Sutra, has lectured on the Lotus Sutra worldwide for a quarter cen- 
tury. He is a consultant and teacher at Rissho Kosei-kai, a Minister 
at the International Buddhist Congregation in Tokyo, and a UU min- 
ister and scholar. Rev. Reeves will be speaking at Rissho Kosei Kai 
of New York on Wednesday, December 15 to launch his new book, 
Stories from the Lotus Sutra. He will join us at Community for con- 
versation and light refreshments as part of our Terrific Tuesday 
series 

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS : 

Building the World We Dream About 

Continuing Wednesdays, Dec 8, Jan 19, Feb 2 and 16 6:30-8 pm 

Facilitated by Janice Marie Johnson, Multicultural Grow Director of 
Multicultural Growth for the Unitarian Universalist Association. Join 
us as we continue our journey toward building a multiracial/ multi- 
cultural community of love and justice. Janice Marie Johnson will 
guide us through a series of 13 interactive workshops. Participants 
will explore topics and have conversations that further an under- 
standing of race and ethnicity, through spiritual reflection, journal- 
ing, visual arts, poetry, music, theater tools, simulations, guest 
speakers, and field trips. The curriculum culminates with worship 
and creation of action plans for anti-racist, multicultural congrega- 
tional transformation. We ask that participants make a commit- 
ment to attending the entire program. Please RSVP to Esther 
Rosado, at erosado@ccny.org or 212-683-4988, ext. 23. 

Theology on Tap 

January 26 Wednesday, at 6:30 pm 

Rev. Dr. Anthony Johnson will facilitate this popular discussion 

group. Join us for pizza, soft drinks, beer and great conversation. 





HERE AT COMMUNITY 


OPPORTUNITIES 2010-11 continues 


The Anti-Racism Team (A-RT) 

Popcorn & Opinions 

is sponsored this year by the Community Church of NY 

Anti-Racism Team. Join us on the first Friday of each month. 

Place: Gallery, 28 East 35th Street 

A-Rt Meeting: 6:30 pm 

Screening: 7:00 pm 

Open Dialogue: Follows Viewing 

Facilitator: Brenda Carpenter 

Dec. 3, 2010: Thomas Sankara: The Upright Man (in French with 
English subtitles) 

Jan. 7, 2011: Amistadby Steven Spielberg 
Join us as we screen full-length films & documentaries featuring 
Ida B. Wells, Nat Turner, Joseph Cinque, Fannie Lou Hamer and 
other brave individuals who have dared to confront the racist 
status quo in America and elsewhere. 


The AR-T has acquired two series of documentaries about life in 
America for non-Europeans: We Shall Remain: America Through 
Native Eyes and Becoming American: The Chinese Experience, 
both of which have been aired on PBS. Both series are available 
for borrowing, and there is no time limit for keeping them. For 
more information, please check with the Esther Rosado, Director 
of Lifespan Religious Education who has graciously agreed to 
maintain these DVD’s onsite for borrowing purposes. 


Young Adult Brunch 

Sunday, December 12, 1:00 pm in the Front Lounge 
January date to be announced 


Christmas Dinner ~ Hosted by Rev. Bruce Southworth 
Saturday, December 25 Join fellow members on for Christmas Day 
Dinner. Tickets are $20 for adults and $7 for those under age 12 
and may be purchased at the Membership Table on Sundays. The 
deadline for purchasing tickets is Sunday. December 19. Volunteers 
will be needed for set up and clean-up. When you purchase your 
ticket, please let us know how you can help. 



Community Women 

Sunday, December 26 - 1:30 pm 

Winter Solstice Celebration, led by Wendy Moscow 

Saturday, January 29, 12-3:30 pm 

UUWA Winter Luncheon/Lecture 

Theme Leaden Lilly Rivlin, Feminist Filmmaker 


Action for Justice’s Resistance Cinema 
Sunday, December 12, 1:15 pm in the Gallery 

Modern Times. The great Charlie Chaplin classic of 1936 spoofing 
the dehumanization of the industrial age. 

January 23 Title to be announced. 

Madeleine Hosmer Holmes Pipe Organ Tour 

Sunday, December 26, Hall of Worship from 12:45 to 2:00 pm 

Jerry Brown, our Music Director, will demonstrate and discuss the 
condition of the Hall of Worship organ. Jerry will update you on our 
Organ Fundraising Campaign. Please be generous. 

Green Sanctuary’s Future Visions Film Series 
Thursdays, December 9 and January 13 
7:00 pm in the Gallery 


Social Tea 

Tuesday, January 25, 2:00 pm in the Chapel 

Join us for light refreshments and conversation. Our guest 
will be Roger Pugh, who will speak about Living Documents. 

An Invitation to Community Members from Rabbi Goor of 

The Metropolitan Synagogue 

May 14-25, 2011 - 50th Anniversary Israel Trip 

Rabbi Goor led his first group to Israel in 1961. This May, he will 
lead a congregational tour with special emphasis on Then and 
Now - 50 years of change. Special meetings will be held regarding 
Peace Talks. Optional extensions will be offered to Petra or Egypt. 

If interested, call Rabbi Goor at 212-679-8580 for the date of an 
informational meeting. 


O 




HERE AT COMMUNITY 


OPPORTUNITIES 2010-11 continues 


GALLERY 



Community Church Members, 
Friends and Children To Display 
Their Creativity! Special Postcard 
and Bookmark Exhibit, Reception 
and Sale December 11, 4-6 pm 


Beautifully designed postcards and bookmarks will be exhibited 
and sold at Gallery35. The original postcards and bookmarks were 
created by Community Church members and friends as well as the 
students of Community’s RE program in special workshops led by 
Gallery35 artist Liza Papi. 


100% of the proceeds from the sale of the postcards and book- 
marks will be donated to the Coalition to Restore Coastal 
Louisiana, an organization working for the survival of plants and 
animals affected by the Gulf oil spill. 


Member’s Poetry 


Now to snowdrifts 
to Snow Drops 
to Lilies of the Valley 
to parachutes of 
Dandelions on fields 
baseballs will hit 
snowmen soon enough 
melt into long dewy mornings 
or watery languid moons from 
verandas of summer seaside shacks 


This special sale will take place as part of Gallery35’s 2nd annual 
small works show, Small works II — an exhibition of paintings, 
photography, digital art, watercolor, stained glass and mixed media 
by 13 artists of Community’s Gallery35. Reflecting diverse 
approaches, Small works II showcases traditional, abstract, surre- 
al and cubist styles. 

All of this fine art, plus the handmade postcards and bookmarks, 
make Gallery35 the ideal place to begin holiday shopping for 
gifts of art. The Small works II exhibit will run through January 9, 
2011 . 

Contact: Liza Papi • 646 414 8929 • artgroup@ccny.org 
Virginia Asman • 917 566 0708 • artgroup@ccny.org 



RE students create postcards under the direction of Gallery35 artist, Liza Papi. 


I love this latitude-the stretch 
the blurring in-betweens 
thickening thinning of blood 
coping with extremes 

world twirl of every day 
bend tilt of seasons 

Happy Solstice 

Mary Orovan 
Art News, Dec. '08 

Mary Orovan's book, GREEN RAIN ( Poets WearPrada, 
2008) has been reissued by her publisher, and is in a 
perfectbound edition available on Amazon.com (please 
type in Mary Orovan under books). Support your local 
poets-please consider this little gem as a holiday gift. 


BJ's Place Needs Volunteers 


Our shelter, BJ's Place, provides ten 
men with a warm and safe place to 
sleep - and a welcoming atmosphere. 
Volunteers are always needed and train- 
ing is provided. The shelter operates 
365 days per year and volunteers are 
asked to be available 1 night every 6-8 
weeks (7 pm to 7 am). Can you offer a 
night? Contact Lisa Gluck (917-887-4214) or Austin Publicover 
(646-393-7035) for more information. The Shelter Committee 
coordinates our shelter volunteers. Come to a meeting on the 
second Sunday of the month at 9:30 am to learn more. 



o 




HERE AT COMMUNITY 


OPPORTUNITIES 2010-11 continues 

SAVE THE DATE for a lovely evening at COMMUNITY CABARET 
Friday, February 4, 2011-7 pm (doors open 6:30 pm, show starts at 7:00 pm 


Featuring: GEORGE MANN - Union, Anti-war, Veterans' Activist and Singer/Songwriter 
~ CARL SIEVERT - Irrepressible, Brilliantly Funny Songwriter SHAWN NORTON & 
KIM RICH - Clever Singer/Songwriter Team with Classical Overtones 
RACHEL STONE - Satiric Topical/Political songwriter & Cabaret Producer/Host 

Come relax and enjoy an evening of fabulous eclectic entertainment at Community 
Cabaret where you can eat, drink and laugh with kindred spirits in a warm and 
friendly place... 



George Mann Carl Sievert Shawn Norton & Kim Rich Rachel Stone 


all at budget prices. Indulge in delicious casual food, desserts, wine and bever- 
ages, with no minimum purchase required. It's a perfect way to end your 
week! This popular fundraiser for Community Church is held downstairs in our 
fully accessible Assembly Hall. 

Advance tickets only $7 from Rachel Stone or Bill Rothfarb on Sundays at 
Fellowship Hour, or at http://www.rachelstonemusic.com. At the door, tickets are 
$10 for church members, seniors, students and disabled, or $15 for the general 
public. 

VOLUNTEER and see the show FREE! We can't put on the show without 
volunteers, and could use your help. 

Please contact Rachel Stone at 718-472-0102 or rsongbird@gmail.com 

/7/i/s...mark your calendar forthe last cabaret of the season 
Friday, March 25, 2011 


1 Wed 6:00 Building & Grounds 

2 Thu 


3 Fri 6:30 Anti-Racism Team 
7:00 Popcorn & Opinions 


4 Sat 


10:00 Continuing Arabic 
12:45 A/less/ah Rehearsal 
8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 


Events Calendar for D eeember 2010 


Sunday 5 


9:30 

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

12:15 

Fellowship Hour 


and Crafts Fair 

12:45 

Messiah Rehearsal 


6 Mon 


7 Tue 

6:00 Vespers 

7:00 Art Group 

7:00 Streetsingers 

8 Wed 

9 Thu 

600 Church Council 

6:00 Building The World 

6:30 Green Sanctuary 

10 Fri 


11 Sat 

10:15 AFJ Meeting 

12:45 Messsiah Rehearsel 

4:00 Art Group 

8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 


Sunday 12 


9:30 

Choir Rehearsal 

9:30 

RE/FM 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

12:15 

Fellowship Hour 

12:45 

A/less/'ah Rehearsal 

1:00 

AFJ Forum 

1:00 

Art Group 

1:00 

Young Adult Brunch 


13 Mon 

6:00 Personnel Cmte. 

6:00 Community Circle 

14 Tue 

7:00 Circle (Redick) 

7:00 Streetsingers 

15 Wed 

6:00 Finance Committee 
6:00 Textile Study Group 

16 Thu 


17 Fri 

5:30 Antiracistalliance. 
com Potluck 

18 Sat 

12:45 Messiah Rehearsal 


27 Mon 6:30 uu Ministers 

28 Tue 7:00 Circle (Redick) 

7:00 Streetsingers 

29 Wed 


Sunday 19 


9:30 

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

12:15 

Fellowship Hour and 


RE/FM Holiday Party 

12:45 

Messiah Rehearsal 

1:15 

AFJ/Resistance 


Cinema 


20 Mon 6:00 Board of Trustees 
6:30 Messiah Rehearsal 


21 Tue 


6:00 Terrific Tuesdays 
6:30 Messiah Rehearsal 
Mandatory 
6:30 Cinema & Spirit 
7:00 Streetsingers 


22 Wed 6:30 Theology On Tap 

23 Thu 


24 pfj 4:30 Candle Lighting 
7:30 A/less/ah Concert 


25 Sat CHRISTMAS 

12:00 Community's Dinner 
(Tickets Required) 


Sunday 26 kwanzaa 


9:30 

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

12:15 

Fellowship Hour 

12:45 

Pipe Organ Tour 

1:15 

Resistance Cinema 

1:30 

Community Women 


30 Thu 


31 Fri New Year’s Eve 


Q 









Thu 

Fri 

1 Sat 


New Year’s Day 


10 Mon 

6:00 

11 Tue 

7:00 


7:00 


7:00 

12 Wed 

6:00 


7:00 

13 Thu 

7:00 

14 Fri 


15 Sat 

?? 


8:00 


Film Series 


Art Group Opening 


24 Mon 

25 Tue 


26 Wed 

27 Thu 

28 Fri 

29 Sat 


6:30 UU Ministers 

2:00 Social Tea 
6:30 Spiritual 

Conversations 
7:00 Circle (Redick) 
7:00 Streetsingers 

6:00 Board of Trustees 
6:30 Theology on Tap 

6:30 NEW UU Class 


12:00 UUWA Luncheon 
8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 


Events Calendar for January 2011 


3 Mon 

7:00 UUWA 

4 Tue 

7:00 Art Group 

7:00 Vespers 

7:00 Streetsingers 

5 Wed 

6:00 Buildings & Grounds 

6 Thu 



7 Fri 

6:30 Antiracism Team 

8 Sat 

10:30 AFJ Meeting 

8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 


Sunday 2 



9:30 

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

12:15 

Fellowship Hour 

12:45 

Volunteer Choir 


Sunday 9 


9:30 

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

12:15 

Fellowship Hour 

1:00 

Let’s get Acquainted 

1:15 

Resistance Cinema 

4:00 

Art Group 


Sunday 16 


9:30 

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

12:15 

Fellowship Hour 

12:45 

Volunteer Choir 


Rehearsal 

1:00 

AFJ Forum 

1:15 

Resistance Cinema 


1 7 Mon Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Holiday 

Church Office Closed 

18 Tue 7:00 Terrific Tuesdays 
7:00 Streetsingers 

1 9 Wed 6:00 Building The World 
6:00 Textile Study Group 
6:00 Finance Committee 

20 Thu 

21 Fri 5:30 Antiracistalliance.com 

Potluck 

22 Sat 8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 


Sunday 23 


9:30 

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

12:15 

Fellowship Hour 

12:45 

Volunteer Choir 


Rehearsal 

1:15 

Resistance Cinema 


Sunday 30 


9:30 

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

12:15 

Fellowship Hour 

12:45 

Congregational 


Annual Meeting 

3:00 

Board Meeting 


Credits & Guidelines 

Members are encouraged to submit articles to Community Connections. The 
submission deadline is typically the first Wednesday of the month prior to issue 
date. Submissions can be emailed to info@ccny.org or hand delivered to the 
Church. Articles submitted are subject to proofing and editing for clarity, brevity, 
grammar, punctuation, spelling and content, grammar, punctuation, spelling 
and content. 


FOR MORE Adult Religious Education and 
December/January Opportunities/Events 
see pages 4-7 



The Community Church of New York 
Unitarian Universalist 

40 East 35th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

www.ccny.org 
Tel: 212.683.4988 

THIRTY-EIGHTH ISSUE: 

Our Community, RE Vision, Here At Community, Calendars 
and much more... 

Deadline for February issue due January 5, 201 1 

Our Mission: To grow as a caring, justice-making, anti-racist, diverse, spiritual community 

• • 
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HERE AT COMMUNITY 


W hat did Georg Friedrich Handel and Jimi Hendrix have in common? 
One thing was that they were neighbors: Handel lived and died in 25 
Brook Street, Mayfair, London (now a Handel museum), while, 200 
years later, Hendrix lived for a time, until his death, next door in number 23, 
now used as administrative offices for the Handel museum. 

They had something else in common, too: music. 

Music is intertwined with the fabric of our society and culture. Its 
importance has been universally recognized across cultures and ages. Every 
human culture uses music to carry forward its traditions and ideals. Yet 
sadly, schools and universities have for some years been cutting back on all 
their arts programs, including those that foster an understanding and 
appreciation of good music, and that offer the opportunity to participate 
individually in "making music". 

Fortunately for us and our community here at Community Church 
of NY, music remains recognized as a vital part of our tradition. It is 
partially supported by the congregation financially, and, as importantly, by 
the active involvement of the many devoted members of our Volunteer Choir. 
While these volunteers gain by acquiring or expanding their talents under 
the direction of our skilled and gifted Music Director, Jerry Brown, they give 
back to all of us by attending rehearsals, studying the scores, and singing 
for us all throughout the year. 

2 ^ 


We intend to keep up our faith in the importance of good music 
for our spirit and our community. One of the annual highlights of the music 
year at Community Church is the performance of the Christmas portion and 
Hallelujah Chorus of Georg Friedrich Handel’s Messiah on Christmas Eve 
by the Volunteer Choir and our Soloists. This has become a much-loved 
tradition. The performance always includes a number of fine additional 
musicians who are hired to participate and whose music always adds so 
much to the grandeur and excitement of the evening. 

To help defray the expense of this performance, every year the 
Music Committee asks that members and friends of the congregation 
contribute to the Silent Choir appeal. By becoming a member of the Silent 
Choir, members and friends of Community Church can help support the 
costs of this large production and offer your recognition of the continuing 
importance of good music in our culture. 

We hope that everyone who receives this letter will become a 
member of the Silent Choirby filling out the form below and sending it to 
the church with a contribution to this year's performance. The Music 
Committee hopes you will be generous, as always, in your support. 

We also hope you will join us on Christmas Eve to celebrate the 
season by hearing this thrilling music! 

Don Powell, Music Committee Chair 


"SILENT CHOIR" donation ONLY 


Name. 


Amount enclosed $ 

(please mark envelope “Silent Choir) 


Please make check payable to: 

Send to: 


The Community Church of New York 

The Community Church of New York 
40 East 35 Street • New York, NY 10016 


i 






FUND FOR HOLIDAY GREENS 

Each holiday season, our worship space is transformed with fragrant pine, bright red poinsettias, all bathed in the glow 
of candlelight. 

And in the Assembly Hall stands a Christmas tree decorated with beautiful ornaments, many of them 
handmade by the children. 

You can help make this traditional beauty possible by making a contribution to the HOLIDAY GREENS. 

All contributions will be acknowledged in the Community Connections. 


YES, I would like to support the HOLIDAY GREENS. 


Name:. 


Enclosed is my contribution of $ 

(please mark envelope “Greens”) 


Dedication (if desired) 

Return to Community Church of NY, 40 East 35th Street, New York, N.Y. 10016 




